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CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

CONSERVATION FARM OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 Congratulations to all!  The family enterprise of Eastview, 
Venture, Greenwood, and Hillside Farms were named the 
2019 Farm of the Year.  Principle owners and operators Dale 
VanErden, Dave VanErden, Mark VanErden, Joel Riehlman, 
and Jean Reed oversee the dairy operation. They grow 6,036 
acres of crops to support their 2,700 milk cows and 1,295 heif-
ers.  The partnership was established in 1976 when Dale 
VanErden rented the Eastview Farm. 
They accomplished significant conservation work over the 
years, a testament to the high degree of management and ded-
ication to protect soil and water resources; they provide excel-
lent care for their animals, and produce high-quality milk and 
crops.  
Here are highlights of the many projects and practices that 
were installed on the farms: 
 Silage leachate collection treatments 
 Manure storages 
 Cover crops 
 Manure loading area improvement 
 Rotational grazing systems 
 Barnyard runoff collection treatment 
 Composting facility 
 Robotic milking system 

Joel Riehlman and Dale VanErden 
hold up the award sign.  Standing with 
them are Aaron Buchta, District Plan-
ner; Board members John Lemondes 
and Ken Bush. 

Before & after the installation of a 
manure loading area with curbing,  

Dragline and injection equipment being used to reduce manure odor, and 
have better nutrient retention and reduced runoff risk.  

By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 



 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to 
sustain and enrich their quality of life.” 

DOUG FISHER RECEIVES 
2020 WILLARD F. CRONEY AWARD 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 On Thursday, March 12, 
2020, Douglas P. Fisher, Pro-
gram Manager, surrounded by 
his wife and family, was the 
recipient of the Willard F. 
Croney Award. This award rec-
ognized Doug for demonstrating 
a lifetime of outstanding excel-
lence in the promotion of Soil 
and Water Conservation! The 
award was presented by the 
NYS Conservation District Em-
ployees Association at their an-
nual banquet.  
 Mr. Fisher has been with 
the District for a total of 31 
years.  Doug began his career 
as a Field Technician from 1974 
to 1980.  During that time, he 
worked with many landowners 
throughout the county to plan 
and implement conservation practices. Doug also 
started the District’s conservation tree and shrub 
program which is still our largest community out-
reach program today.  All total, Doug has had his 
hand in the sale and distribution of some 
11,782,320 seedlings that have been planted on 
~18,437 acres of land in our County.  
  He returned to the District in January 1996 as 
a Resource Conservation Specialist with the 
Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Pro-
gram.  He was responsible for survey, design, in-
spection, and procurement of best management 
practices on watershed farms to protect water qual-
ity for the City of Syracuse, NY.   
 In 1999 he was promoted to Program Manager 
at the District to oversee the Otisco and Onondaga 
Lake Agricultural Environmental Management 
(AEM) programs.  This included the management 
of both the planning and implementation staff as-
signed to these programs.  Doug also oversaw the 
Graze NY program for Onondaga County to devel-
op grazing plans.  Since 1999, the AEM programs 

have grown and now include 
over 300 participating farms 
throughout the county. Most 
of our farms are enrolled in 
this program.   
 During his tenure Doug 
developed a hydroseeding 
program. Now in its 14th 
year, over 550 acres of bare 
earth on municipal road 
ditch cleaning projects have 
been revegetated in Ononda-
ga County and the 
Skaneateles Lake water-
shed. 
 A project that Doug was 
particularly proud of was 
the pioneering efforts to sta-
bilize Nine Mile Creek as it 
flows through the Town and 
Village of Marcellus during 

the construction season of 2004. Nine Mile creek is 
the County’s premier cold-water fishery for trout. 
The project involved installing J-hooks in the 
creek, protection of utilities along the creek bank, 
installation of cross vanes above the foot bridge in 
Marcellus Park for grade control, and revegetation 
of disturbed areas. To accomplish this task, Doug 
had to work with five different local, State, and 
Federal agencies. In Doug’s words in the Fall 2004 
District newsletter article “This project was a per-
fect example of multi-agency cooperation to do the 
right thing and get the job done”! 
 He helped lead the District into the Storm-
water arena for the past five years. Today the Dis-
trict, under Doug’s supervision, inspects 400+ 
stormwater outfalls per year for the County and 
all the municipalities within the County subject to 
the Federal Stormwater Regulations, manages a 
county-wide data base for all outfall inspection ac-
tivity, responds to complaints and provides site 
investigations, and authors both the semi-annual  

Continued on page 5 

Doug proudly holds his award, presented to 
him by Jim Lieberum of the Warren County 
Soil & Water and last year’s award recipient. 

 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conservation Districts and 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. Principal funding provided by the City of Syracuse. 
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By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 Animal manure is an important crop nutrient source.  
Manure sampling is an important part of a nutrient man-
agement plan.  Accurate manure N-P-K analysis is only as 
good as the sample taken.  Representative manure samples 
can be taken from the spreader or storage, but it is safest 
done at the spreader. 
 When sampling solid manure, such as bedded packs, 
several small samples throughout the load mixed together 
is better than one random sample.  Liquid and slurry ma-
nure should be taken as soon as possible after loading.  
Proper agitation is critical for uniform nutrient distribu-
tion.  Be sure to keep good records on which fields the loads 
are spread and days until incorporation into soil.   
 It is recommended that manure samples be taken an-
nually at a minimum.  If a manure storage is utilized, sam-
ples at each emptying cycle are recommended.  Samples 
should be frozen until delivered to the lab. When these ma-
nure sampling recommendations are regularly followed, a 
running average nutrient analysis can be used by your 
planner in your nutrient management plan.  The bottom 
line is you can plan crop N-P-K needs better and achieve 
higher crop yields on your farm while also protecting the 
environment.   

MANURE SAMPLING 
 DO IT REGULARLY 



 SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable agricul-
tural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and maintain a high 
standard of water quality. 
Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that upholds the high 
drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

EQUIPMENT RENTAL 

 Hello, my name is Christopher Travis, and as of January 6th 2020 
I am your newest Conservation District Technician. I will be dividing 
my time between the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag. Program and 
the Emerald Ash Borer Project (EAB). I come to the district with ex-
perience working on the Asian Longhorn Beetle Project in Queens 
NY, where I identified and marked trees susceptible to the beetle in-
festation. I also previously worked on the Forest Service’s Urban For-
estry Project at ESF.  As a leader of a two-man field crew I located 
and inventoried tree species and canopy cover of 230 randomly select-
ed plots around the City of Syracuse.  
 I am a graduate of SUNY ESF and received my BS in Forest Biol-
ogy in 2003 and a Master’s in Environmental Management in 2012. I 
am excited to join this great team and look forward to protecting our 
community’s natural resources for decades to come. 

Chris Travis 

 The ag equipment rental season is here again!  The rental program continues to make no-till technol-
ogy available to farms in the watershed and around Onondaga County.  The 12-foot ESCH no-till drill is 
available to rent at $11/acre on a first come first served basis to qualified farmers with a 100 hp tractor 
with 2 pairs of hydraulic hose connections.  A $100 set-up fee and a certificate of liability insurance are 
required.  The swing drawbar opens drill to a full 12 feet working width in the field and then swings 90 
degrees to allow easy transport on the roadways. 
 For more information on ag equipment rental, contact the SLWAP & Onondaga County Soil & Water 
Conservation District office location at 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liverpool at (315) 457-0325. 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

WELCOME CHRIS TRAVIS 

 

The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation, and marital or family status. 

Hello Landowners, Partners, Friends and Co-workers, 
 

 After 30 years of truly “LIVING THE DREAM” I have decided to retire.  My 
last day as Program Manager with the Onondaga County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District will be March 25, 2020.  I have had the opportunity to work with 
the finest career that anyone can imagine.  Being on the farm every day in one 
way or another, helping solve drainage, erosion, sedimentation and all other 
water quality problems for farms throughout the County has been a blessing 
that I can never forget.  The staff that has been with me during this tenure has 

been equally as fantastic as one can expect.  I want to thank you all for making my job priceless.  I hope 
to see you all as a retired and relaxed individual for many years to come.  Thank you,  Doug Fisher 

SAY IT AIN’T SO 

WELCOME CONOR LARKIN 
My name is Conor Larkin and I have been hired full-time as a Conservation District 
Technician for OCSWCD. Throughout my employment with the  District I will be 
responsible for performing field inspections of stormwater outfalls, as well as GPS 
location, mapping, and maintaining the stormwater database. In addition to provid-
ing support to the stormwater management program, I will be carrying out construc-
tion site inspections on active County projects and consulting regularly with Water 
Environment Protection. I have prior experience assisting the Town of Dewitt and 
the Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board with research and 
field data collection for their stormwater outfall database and mapping as a project 
assistant.  During the summer of 2018, I was temporarily employed as a project in-
tern/seasonal aide at OCSWCD. I was a member of the Onondaga County Soil & Wa-
ter Conservation District’s Hydroseeding Crew for the Critical Area Seeding Project, 
which involved improvement on road ditch infrastructure, streambank stabilization, 
hillside reinforcement for erosion and sediment control. I also assisted the District 
with occasional stormwater outfall field inspections. I have recently acquired my 
bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science from SUNY-ESF with a focus directed toward environmen-
tal mapping and data collection. I am excited to apply these new skill sets to my position with the Onon-
daga County Soil & Water Conservation District.   

Conor Larkin 

By: Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 Currently, District staff 
are working on grant applica-
tions for various State cost 
share programs. These con-
servation practices include a 
wide spectrum of projects, in-

cluding everything from manure / waste manage-
ment systems and barnyards to erosion control sys-
tems, grazing systems, and cover crops. The cur-
rent list of projects we are submitting for cost 
share consideration originated from conservation 
plans completed in the last year.  
 The first step in this process is working with 
District planners through the Agricultural Envi-
ronmental Management (AEM) Program to develop 

AEM PLANS BECOME PROJECTS 

a conservation plan for your farm operation. Staff 
will work with your operation to evaluate your 
needs, plan a project, and estimate what the cost 
is, including the amount of State that would be 
available if a grant becomes funded. These plans 
provide the baseline information used to apply for 
a grant and secure funding. Plans can include new 
conservation plans and updates to existing plans. 
 I want to encourage any farm operators that 
are considering a project to reach out to the Onon-
daga County Soil and Water Conservation District 
to start the planning process now, so we have the 
information we need when grant opportunities be-
come available.  



 

Program Manager Mark Burger with a 
freshly excavated soil test pit. 

 This winter OCSWCD has had 10 ash cuts throughout the coun-
ty: 3 county right-of-way cuts and 7 cuts in parks and other county 
properties. We are beginning to move to the southern portion of the 
county and will be removing ash trees at Highland Forest and Pratt’s 
Falls Park in the coming years. Our contractors do their best to warn 
the public of their work zones, but please be aware of your surround-
ings when in a park where there is an active ash tree cut. As we continue to remove ash trees within the 
right-of-way on county roads, we would like to remind drivers to slow down when they see a tree crew 
working. 
 Planting of non-ash species will start up in the coming months so keep an eye out for our volunteer 
community tree planting events as well as tree planting events hosted by Onondaga Earth Corps.  
Visit http://www.onondagaearthcorps.org/ to learn more about Onondaga Earth Corp and upcoming 
events. 

EAB UPDATE AND SAFETY 
By: Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician 

Photo courtesy of Michigan State  
University 

With warmer weather comes increased activity at the District and 
SLWAP. Preparation work for several projects is already under-
way in the month of March. Members of District and SLWAP Staff 
worked to prepare a site near Shotwell Brook in the Town of 
Skaneateles for a potential stormwater attenuation project to im-
prove water quality in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed.  

SPRING PROJECT UPDATE 
By: Alex Fisher, Conservation District Technician 

Contractor Borotek excavated soil 
test pits. 

(L-R) Staff members Chris Travis and Alex Fisher 
after completing initial brush clearing onsite. 

“IF YOU EAT, THANK A FARMER!” 

 

IN CASE OF AN AG SPILL EMERGENCY PLEASE CALL MARK BURGER at 315-415-5057 

 
 

and annual report of stormwater activity to NYS 
DEC on behalf of Onondaga County.  
 Doug is also active in the local Enviro-Thon 
environmental competition for high school stu-
dents; held the office of Chief for his local volun-
teer fire department, and is a founding member of 
the County’s Animal Response Team and the Dis-
tricts Agricultural Spill Response Team. He also 
served a five-year term as a Board of Director for 
the Onondaga County Farm Bureau.  In 2000, he 
and his brothers authored a scientific paper enti-
tled "Gas Pipelines: Are They A Detriment or An 
Enhancement for Crops?" which was published in 
the Journal of the American Society of Farm Man-
agers and Rural Appraisers in 2000 and re-
published in the International Right-of-Way mag-
azine in December of that year. Doug and his wife 
Sue, a paramedic and RN, performed a heroic ac-
tion that saved the life of a fellow community 
member during the summer of 2012.  
 Out of all that Doug has accomplished in his 
career, the ~2,000 acres of strip cropping on the 
steep slopes of the Otisco Lake Watershed stands 
out as one of the most impressive. Doug was able 
to work with the farmers to get them to voluntari-
ly implement this highly successful conservation 
practice that reduces the potential for soil, nutri-
ents and pathogens to erode into Onondaga Coun-
ty’s drinking water supply of Otisco Lake. Folks 
are always reminded of this conservation work, 
now five decades old, it can be viewed from air-
planes passing overhead, or a drive through the 
country side; this photograph is still used today 
on the NYS Department of Agriculture and Mar-
kets “Agricultural Environmental Management 
Display.”  
 It is the combination of Doug’s personal quali-
ties, the programs, projects and actions listed 
above, and the respect shown by all his peers, 
whether at work, in the volunteer fire depart-
ment, the surrounding communities, and the 
farmers, as well as his true dedication to the agri-
cultural constituents of Onondaga County, that 
Doug received the 2020 NYS CDEA Willard F. 
Croney Distinguished Service Award.  
 Congratulations Doug! 
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Strip Cropping in Otisco Lake Watershed 

Doug Fisher - continued 


