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Spring Planting Update 

By Teresa Link, ISA Arborist 

As part of the Onondaga County Ash Tree 

Management Strategy, OCSWCD plants 

young trees around the County each Spring 

and Fall. This year, we planted 220 seedlings 

in Highland Forest, Oneida Shores, and Pratt’s 

Falls County Parks. Species planted were 

black walnut, burr oak, elderberry, swamp 

white oak, sycamore, and sugar maple. All 

seedlings were planted with a tube to protect 

them from deer and rabbits.  

Pratt’s Before Pratt’s After 

Pictured above: Black walnut planting at Pratt’s Falls County 

Park. 

NYS DEC Tree Tracker is LIVE! 

Did you order from our 2024 or 2025 tree sale? If so, consider reporting your planted 
trees on the NYS DEC’s Tree Tracker as part of the NYS 25 Million Trees Initiative. 
More information can be found at https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-

change/25-million-trees or scan this QR code go directly to the tracker. 

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-change/25-million-trees
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-change/25-million-trees
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Spring Planting Update cont. 

By Teresa Link, ISA Arborist 

Arbor Day planting at LMS. Left to right: Sara Piek-

lik (LMS), Teresa Link, Sarah Malinowski (NYS 

DEC), and Justin Kinney (LMS). Photo credit LMS. 

OCSWCD also participated in Liverpool Middle School’s 

Arbor Day tree planting. NYS DEC Region 7 Forester Sa-

rah Malinowski instructed the students on proper tree plant-

ing and the District provided the tree and planting materials. 

A London plane tree was planted by the collaborative efforts 

of the 7th and 8th grade classes. See image to the right. 

 

Tree Planter Rental 

OCSWCD recently purchased a small 3-point hitch tree plant-

er. It is similar to a one-bottom plow and should be able to be 

pulled with a 30+hp tractor. It is available to rent at a rate of 

$20/day and a delivery fee of $75. Rental will be on a first 

come first served basis like our no-till drill rental program. For 

more information or to schedule a rental, please contact Teresa 

at (315) 457-0325 or email at tlink@ocswcd.org . 

Regional Envirothon 2025 

Regional Envirothon was held on 

May 1st at Rogers Center in Sher-

burne, NY. Teams from high 

schools in Chenango, Madison, 

and Onondaga counties all com-

peted to send a team per county 

to State Envirothon. The results 

are to the right.  

State Envirothon 2025 

State Envirothon was held on May 28th and 29th at 

SUNY Cortland. Teams from high schools across the 

state all competed to move on to Nationals. Congratu-

lations to Skaneateles High School for placing 3rd at 

the State competition.  

Volunteers from different Soil and Waters at NYS Enviro-

thon on May29th.  

mailto:tlink@ocswcd.org
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Welcoming our 2025 Summer Crew! 

Ethan Terchowitz  

Hi my name is Ethan Terchowitz, I’m a rising Junior at Binghamton University study-
ing Environmental Science, Biology, and GIS. I’ll be working on the chestnut crew this 
summer. In my free time I enjoy backpacking, biking, swimming, foraging, ice skating, 
and learning new things. I’m very interested in aquatic plants and ecosystems and I’m 
excited to learn more throughout the summer. 

Josh Lefkowicz 

My name is Josh Lefkowicz and I am the crew leader for the OCSWCD water chestnut re-
moval team this summer. I am going into my junior year at SUNY Geneseo, where I am 
studying Biology, Data Analytics & Business. In my free time I like to play rugby, go camp-
ing & explore the outdoors. I was a part-time chestnut removal team member last year, and I 
am grateful to have a full time position with more responsibilities. I look forward to learning 
new skills and having a positive impact on our local waterways!  

Hannah Derzanovich                                                       

Hi, I'm Hannah Derzanovich and I'm a senior at SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry where I am studying Forest Ecosystem Science. This summer I'll be on the Em-
erald Ash Borer and Hemlock Woolly Adelgid management team as a seasonal technician. 
Watershed management and invasive species are particular interests of mine and I'm looking 
forward to supporting the OCSWCD crew this summer! In my free time, I love to hike, gar-
den, read, and travel. 

Benjamin Gephard  

My name is Benjamin Gephard, and I am a recent ESF graduate and a member of the 2025 
OCSWCD water chestnut hand pulling team. I was a crew leader last year and I am excited 
to be returning this year. I grew up in Marlboro, NY working on an apple orchard as well as 
in farmers markets all over the state. I enjoy spending time outside hiking, biking, scuba div-
ing and paddling among other activities. I’m excited to get back out on the river and pull 
some water chestnuts this summer! 

Owen Lalak 

Hello, my name is Owen Lalak, I am from Carmel NY. I just graduated from SUNY 
ESF with a degree in Natural resources management this May and have recently 
joined the OCSWCD. I will be working as the HWA and EAB technician maintain-
ing and plant park trees with a focus on treating hemlocks to reduce the impacts of 
Hemlock wooly adelgid and treating ash trees to prevent Emerald Ash borer. I am 
looking forward to learning more about tree maintenance and care as well as working 
outside. I enjoy hiking, kayaking, reading, and canoeing in my free time. 
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Riley Eldredge  

My name is Riley Eldredge and I will be serving as a Watershed Inspector for Skaneateles 
Lake via OCSWCD and the City of Syracuse Department of Water. I’m from Mottville, 
NY and am a recent graduate of SUNY Oneonta with a bachelor’s in Environmental Sus-
tainability. In the summer of 2024 I had the opportunity to participate in an internship 
based in Guatemala, where we studied the endorheic Lake Atitlán and its surrounding 
ecosystems. I come from a family of avid fishermen and outdoorsmen and they’ve always 
taught me to have an immense amount of respect for nature and the world around me. I 
enjoy hockey, snowboarding, hiking, and anything else that allows me to immerse myself 
in the environment. I greatly look forward to this experience and doing what I can to pre-
serve the lakes and life on God’s green earth.  

Elizabeth Hutchins 

Hello my name is Elizabeth Hutchins and I am a Watershed Inspector for Skaneateles 
Lake via the Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District and the City of 
Syracuse Department of Water. I’m from Auburn, NY and am currently attending Cayu-
ga Community College where I am studying Environmental Studies. Last summer I had 
the privilege of working an internship for the Oswego County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District as an Invasive Species Intern where I removed water chestnuts from the 
Oswego rivers.  

Welcoming our 2025 Summer Crew! Continued... 

 

Hayden Loan     

Hello! My name is Hayden Loan and I am this summer's Hydroseeding Aide. I was born 
and raised right here in Syracuse. Most days on the job I will be on the roadside seeding 
ditches to prevent erosion. I have a degree in Natural Resource Management from SUNY 
Environmental Science and Forestry with a focus on forestry and land management. Out-
side of work I love basketball, music and trying to ID every plant I can. Growing up in On-
ondaga has made this opportunity extra special for me so I am excited and driven to help 
OCSWCD in every way I can. 

Nick Skinner 

My name is Nick and I recently got my bachelors degree in Conservation Biology from 
ESF. I’m an intern working on a data management project for Skaneateles Lake. In my 
free time I do long-distance kayak racing and hiking. I also love traveling whenever possi-
ble, and recently spent a month in Ecuador working on a reforestation project.   
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The District Presents at the FFA 100th Anniversary 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

On May 7th and 8th, around 2,000 Future Farmer of 
America (FFA) students were in Syracuse at the NYS 
Fairgrounds to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 

FFA. The students, from all around NYS, were here to 
learn, participate in competitions, and to do a communi-

ty service project on the fairgrounds. 

The District was present on the afternoon of May 7 to 

share what a SWCD is, and to demonstrate how we re-
spond to agricultural spills of dry fertilizer, milk and ma-
nure in the three-county region of the Skaneateles Lake 

Watershed and Onondaga County. Staff members Alyssa 
Derr, Danny Kite and Aaron Buchta (pictured) explained 

about the gear carried in the trailer and then allowed the 
students to participate in pumping exercises for a simulat-

ed agricultural spill. The NYS Fair also provided a street 
sweeper and team members described how a sweeper is 
used to collect fertilizer spilled on a road and safely re-

turn it to the farmers shop, so that the expensive fertilizer 
can be reused and so that there is no contravention to 

water quality. The Onondaga County SWCD agricultur-
al spill response team is the only coordinated team oper-

ating in NYS! 

 

District Staff Alyssa Derr, Aaron Buchta, and Danny Kite 

District staff providing a demonstration and information on 

the Agricultural Spill program 

Orchard Hill Farm Watering Facilities 

By Danny Kite 

 At Orchard Hill Farm, a beef/pork/
poultry farm in the Seneca River watershed, 
the water source for the farm is a shallow 

hand-dug spring-fed well of unknown age, 
which provides water to both the farm facili-

ties and the 100+ acres of grazing lands. A 
single hydrant was utilized in the grazed are-

as, with the farmer needing to regularly move 
hundreds of feet of hose in order to provide 
water to the livestock as they’re moved be-

tween paddocks. Needless to say, the farmer 
has grown fairly tired of this chore! In 2025 

the District was able to provide funding via 
the AEM program for a much-needed up-

grade. With these funds, along with cost 
share from the farmer, we were able to install 
4 watering hydrants spaced along 1,500 feet 

of new underground waterline which tied in-
to the existing waterline for the farm. The 

farm can now move grazing livestock be-
tween paddocks without also having to physi-

cally move waterline between the paddocks. 
This keeps areas from being overgrazed thus 
reducing the potential for soil loss due to ero-

sion of under-vegetated fields. And the 
farmer can spend more time caring for the 

animals, and less time dragging hoses 
around!   

Above: Trenching for under-

ground waterline 

Above: New frost-free hydrant 

with timber protection 



Skaneateles Lake Watershed News 

No-till Drill Equipment Rental 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

The Ag equipment rental program has made no-till tech-

nology available to farms in the watershed and around 

Onondaga County for the past 16 seasons. No-till farming 

practices have many benefits including increased soil or-

ganic matter, enhanced rainfall infiltration, and improved 

soil structure and soil health. These all lead to minimized 

storm water runoff and reduced soil erosion. Cover crops 

planted after harvest augment all these farm soil benefits 

and retain soil nutrients for the next crop season.   

Our 2024 Esch 5612 no-till drill rental is available @ $15/

acre on a first come/first served basis to qualified farmers 

with a minimum 100 hp tractor with 2 pairs of hydraulic 

connections.  A certificate of insurance is required.   

A delivery/set up fee of $100, which includes a seed rate calibration if seed and tractor are availa-

ble at time of delivery, will be charged. 

The 12-foot working width of the no-till drill works great for hay/pasture seedings, soybeans, 

winter grains, and planting of cover crops!  For more information on Ag equipment rental, con-

tact the SLWAP & Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District office location at 6680 

Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liverpool at (315) 457-0325. 

 

 

Above: 2024 Esch 5612 No-Till Drill 

Shotwell Brook Area WASCOB 

and Access Road 

By Kim Clark 

SLWAP recently completed an ac-

cess road and WASCOB (water 

and sediment control basin) project 

in the Shotwell Brook water-

shed.  These BMPs will help to in-

tercept runoff and sediment mov-

ing off of this erodible field and re-

direct the water to an adjacent low 

lying wet area, providing the op-

portunity for the sediment to settle 

out before reaching Skaneateles 

Lake.   

 

WASCOB after 

Access road after 



A special “Thank You” to 

our sponsors! 

Water Chestnuts 

Native to Eurasia, water chestnuts (Trapa natans) are in-

vasive macrophytes that outcompete native aquatic 

plants. Each seed can produce up to 300 plants the next 

season, with seed production starting in July. Found in 

freshwater lakes, ponds, and slow streams, they grow un-

derwater and have seeds with four sharp spines. These 

seeds sink and can survive in silt for up to 12 years, ena-

bling rapid population growth and making eradication dif-

ficult. 

Dense mats block sunlight, kill immersed plants, and re-

duce oxygen levels, harming aquatic life. New popula-

tions are more manageable, so early intervention is best. 

Removal methods include harvest boats, hand pulling, 

and now, for the first time in the county, chemical treat-

ment. The herbicide has been tested for safety and will en-

able quick removal of large mats, supporting ongoing ef-

forts along the Seneca River and Cross Lake. 

As of May 29th, few water chestnuts have been found in 

the area, possibly due to high rainfall and cold spring tem-

peratures. While mats are expected to appear as tempera-

tures rise, their current absence benefits aquatic ecosys-

tems and recreation. 
Water chestnut mats on Seneca River in Baldwinsville 
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