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Mobile Dairy Experience brings the Farm to the City

The event, put on by Helping Hands Urban Farm Garden at Dr. King Elementary School, gave
inner city children an opportunity to learn about what farmers do. Over 150 kids, from grades
pre-K to 5th, attended the event. The experience allowed kids to be able to look at the dairy pro-
cess up close, and to begin to understand what it takes to produce milk. Mike Atkins extends his
thanks to OCSWCD and the Onondaga County Ag Council, saying, “we want to thank Onon-
daga County Soil and Water Conservation District and the Onondaga County Ag Council who
made this opportunity possible for kids to see what farming is about.” He goes on to share that

the experience got the kids excited for OnFarm fest, coming up on September 20th.

NYS DEC Tree Tracker is LIVE!

: Did you order from our 2024 or 2025 tree sale? If so, consider reporting your planted
: trees on the NYS DEC’s Tree Tracker as part of the NYS 25 Million Trees Initiative.
:More information can be found at https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-
: change/25-million-trees or scan this QR code go directly to the tracker.



https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-change/25-million-trees
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/climate-change/25-million-trees
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Tree Sale 2025 Summary
By Carina Coleman-Gridley

Thank you to everyone who partici-
pated in the 2025 OCSWCD Tree
Sale! We are proud to say we ful-
filled 114 customer orders, totaling
4,455 trees. The most popular offer-
ings were shagbark hickory, sugar
maple, and the edible fruit pack.
Some new varieties were offered this
year, including the Native NY flow-
ering pack and the Lavender pack.
Got a suggestion for a species you’d
like to see next year? Send us an
email at info@ocswcd.org and we
would be happy to hear your
thoughts! Thanks again for everyone
that purchased, we thank you for

doing your part to green up our
county!

Packed orders lined up and ready for pickup.

Invasive Species Corner: Jumping Worms (Amynthas

spp. and Metaphire spp.)
By Teresa Link, ISA Certified Arborist

Jumping worms were first found in Onondaga County
in 2018, most likely entering through agricultural mate-
rials. Originating in Asia, these invasive worms have
the potential to impact our soils and ecosystems im-
mensely. Jumping worms have a smooth white collar
(clitellum) rather than a raised collar like other worms.
They are typically faster than most other worms, hence
the name “jumping worm”. They are voracious feed-
ers, leaving behind excessive amounts of worm cast-
ings (small granules they pass).

Why do we care? These worms feed so fast that they
often leave behind nutrient poor, bare, loose soils
which are more susceptible to erosion. They also im-
pact the fine root hairs of plants and tree seedlings
which may lead to declining health.

How can we stop them? Currently there are no pesti-
cides approved for control in NY. You can put worms
you find in the sun to dispose of them. Preventative
measures can be taken to slow the spread. Be mindful
when transporting compost, mulch, and plants to a
new location. You may want to rinse soil off plant
roots before moving them. Do not use worms you find
in the soil for bait and do not dispose of bait worms in
the soil.



mailto:info@ocswcd.org
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Spilled Milk
By Mark Burger, Executive Director

On Friday, June 13, 2025, the Onondaga County SWCD Agricultural Spill Response trailer was
requested by the NYS DEC to assist on the scene of an overturned 18-wheel-semi loaded with 60
pallets of containerized milk. OCSWCD used their new diaphragm pump, soft hose and load
pipes to pump the spilled milk out of the overturned trailer and storm drain, into a grass filter area.
These efforts protected the South Branch of Ley Creek in the Onondaga Lake Watershed. The
goal was to keep milk out of the water, as milk increases the biological oxygen demand and subse-

quently reduces the amount of oxygen in the water that the aquatic life depends on for survival.

Scenes from the 6/13/2025 milk spill incident. Lefi: pipes pump spilled milk out of affected area and into grass filter area. Right: District
vehicle equipped with Ag Spill trailer.

Conservation Technical Assistance
By Danny Kite

OCSWCD regularly receives requests from local residents for assistance with a variety of concerns
relating to stormwater inundation, flooding, erosion, and other resource conservation related issues,
often at the behest of other agencies. We are always happy to leverage the diverse technical
knowledge of our staff, even if only to put a fresh set of eyes on a situation and provide recommen-
dations. Below are examples of visits we’ve made in the first half of the year.

Town of Fabius — Pond stability and water management

@ We were contacted by the owner of a beautiful property in the town of Fabi-
us for recommendations regarding pond health and water management. The
20-acre property contains an upper and lower pond separated by about 150
feet of relief. With the wet spring we experienced in Central New York
(recall there were no precipitation-free weekends in Syracuse for 7 months
= between November and June!) the upper pond had reached a tipping point
and bank stability was becoming a concern. Additionally, the lower pond
§ received additional runoff from the surrounding slopes, and the wet ground
had rendered the access untraversable. During our site visit we were able to
make recommendations of vegetation species to combat bank erosion of the
ponds, how a standpipe and outlet would help keep the water level capped
at a specific height, as well as simple ideas to help divert water away from
their access points.

CTA site in town of Fabius
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Conservation Technical Assistance continued
By Danny Kite
Town of Van Buren — Beavers and flooding...always

A farm in the Town of Van Buren contacted us for assistance with a beaver problem. A mapped trout
stream on their property had been obstructed by beavers and was flooding valuable cropland. The
stream in question actually flows through a large culvert under the former Erie Canal! Because it is a
trout stream, any work in the stream would requlre permlsswn from NYSDEC and USACE We are
currently working on an emergency
authorization permit on behalf of the %
farmer, to allow for the clearing of the o
blockage and return of the flooded
cropland to workability, and we may even
be able to assist with cost share for the
project through one of our funding
sources.

At OCSWCD we have diverse skillsets
and knowledge, and we enjoy trying to
help solve the variety of conservation is-
sues that come our way. If you’re having
conservation issues feel free to contact us! :

Flooding in a crop field in the town of Van Buren

Hydroseeding at Highland
By Andrew Hudnut, Resource Conservation Specialist

In early June, our hydroseeding crew worked with the Ononda-
ga County Parks staff to help bring new life to the recently built
playground at Highland Forest. The goal was to establish lush,
healthy vegetation that would not only prevent erosion but also
complement the park’s natural beauty. Working closely with
park staff, we made sure the seed was applied smoothly and
@ evenly, with attention to how the area would look both immedi-
ately after application and once the grass filled in. Thanks to
€ good timing, favorable weather, and careful site prep, the re-
sults speak for themselves. The first photo shows the hydroseed-
ed site right after application. The second photo, taken about
six weeks later, shows the vibrant green grass that now sur-
rounds the new playground—making it a more inviting and
i comfortable place for families to enjoy.




Skaneateles Lake Watershed News

Shotwell Brook Wetland Project

By Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician

Images below display the construction of a wetland project in the Shotwell Brook watershed in
Skaneateles. This project supports the implementation of a Resilient NY recommended project
on Shotwell Brook to reduce stormwater, sediment and phosphorus impacting the lake which has
been identified in the Skaneateles Lake Harmful Algal Blooms Action Plan. This project was the
collaboration of many different agencies including the US Fish & Wildlife Service, Department
of Environmental Conservation, Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program, the City of

Syracuse and landowner.
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Before wetland construction. After wetland construction.

Water Fest 2025 w [~

By Carina Coleman-Gridley

On a Saturday, June 7%, _.
OCSWCD employee Carina and
water chestnut summer crew
leader Josh headed down to
Cortland for the annual Water
Festival. They were able to share “{/
the story of Fred the Fish to the
attendees, and in turn teach kids
about the importance of water
quality and keeping clean water %
clean.

Josh presenting Fred the Fish to kids
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FARMERS MUST CALL THE DISTRICT AT (315) 457-0325 BEFORE
AUGUST 31ST FOR THIS YEARS RATES AND STANDARDS:

Each farmis responsible for seeding and
adhering to seeding rates and planting dates
according to USDA NRCS 340- Cover Crop
Specification.

(Ex: plant turnips at 4-7lbs/ac by Aug.15% or winter rye at 85lbs by Sep.25%)

CALL OR EMAIL THE FOLLOWING INFO

A OCTOBER 31ST Jujek

aderr@ocswecd.org

[JHOW ARE YOU PREPPING
[1SEED TAG(S)/ THE FIELDS
GERMINATION TEST (Disking, No-Till, etc.)
RESULT(S)/CROP SEED
SAMPLE (2 cups) 0 WILL SEED INOCULANTS BE
USED
[JHOW MANY ACRES ARE
YOU PLANTING [0 SEEDING METHOD
(No-Till, Drill, Broadcast, etc.)
[JWHAT SPECIES
[JWILL COVER CROPS BE
[JPLANTING DEPTH INTERSEEDED

[1SEEDING RATE [0 HOW WILL COVER CROPS
(lbs/ac) BE TERMINATED
(Herbicide, Winter Kill, etc.)

CJMAPS/REPORT

(If reporting to FSA request this
information be emailed to us. If
not, provide maps with cover crop
fields noted and dated.)

CONTACT ALYSSA (aderr@ocswcd.org) IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
COVER CROP PROGRAM

CONTACT ERIC (ejensen@ocswcd.org) IF YOU NEED TO RENT OUR 11.5
ESCH NO-TILL DRILL.

Promoting excellence in the wise use of onr rural and urban natural resources.




CAYUGA TREE SERVICE, INC.
BOX 381, 5660 VALLEY DRIVE
ELBRIDGE, N.Y. 13060

A. CHRISTOPHER SANDSTROM

I.5.A. Certified Arborist NYS # 158

ASCA Consulting Arborist # 314

(315) 689-3288

Fax (315) 689-9303

Email: csandstrom@cayugatreeservices.com
cayugatreeservices.com

OVER

50th Anniversary

A special “Thank You” to
our sponsors!

RICCELLI
TRUCKING

INC
RICCELLI TRUCKING, INC.
PO BOX 5401 » SYRACUSE * NY » 13217
PH: 315-701-0002 » FAX: 315-458-9690

LANDSCAPE

& TREE SERVICE

District Equipment For Rent:

Aquatic Mower

Powered by a 12-volt battery(not included), the

Uptoas' hours. Its industrial-strength design enables it to
Cutting Depth tackle even the most stubborn aquatic
vegetation. With a cutting width of 4 feet and a

in record time. The reciprocating motion of the
top and bottom blades effortlessly slices through
== the vegetation.

=

Unparalleled Power and Endurance:

o FOR RENT e

from Onondaga County SWCD 9ESWED:
!Q % g \ (315) 457-0325
74 $100 Delivery/Set up Fee on all i t

*Rentals inside Onondaga County & SLWAP only

Aquatic Mower can effortlessly operate for up to 6

cutting depth of up to 5 feet, it covers large areas

The Aquatic Mower - Everything You've Ever Wanted in One Powerful Underwater Weed Cutter
. Electric battery-powered heavy-duty lake weed cutter
. Canmow and cut through all types of aquatic vegetation
« Boat-mounted
« 48 pounds; made of heavy duty aluminum and steel

. Adjustable mounting bracket allows for easy control of the unit
Info from: ke

Email info@ocswed.org o call the office at 315-457-0325 for more info or to rent the aquatic mower.

small Grains Nﬂ'tﬁ I;Vzo f‘;'rfﬁ’};:,‘ ';:JF
& ers, field borders or filter strips

Cover Crops—winter rve, wheat g iysige Skancateles Lake

Small Seeds—alfalfa, clover Wotershed

Buffer Strips

Soybeans

5.5” Rows—(11” rows available)

2-5eed Boxes

12’ Esch 5612 No-Till Drill

100 HP minimum - Tractor Required

2 pairs Hydraulic hose connections - Required
Certificate of Insurance - Required
Recommend - 4 mph planting speed

** 4 §100 cleaning fee will be charged
on imoice if equipment is NOT re-
turned clean; including mud between

$15 OO/Cre coulters, and seed boxes. ‘

2025 RATES “

Tree Planter For Rent

-For more information or to schedule a rental,
please contact Teresa at (315) 457-0325 or email at
tlink@ocswed.org
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Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District
Board Of Directors

Craig Dennis, Chair, Practical Farm

Carlton Conklin, Vice-Chair, Farm Bureau Rep.
James Pollard, Treasurer, Grange Representative
David Coburn, At Large Non-ag

Jessi Lyons, At Large Business Representative
Mark Olson, County Legislator, 10th District
David Knapp, County Legislator, 12th District
Staff

Mark Burger, Executive Director

Aaron Buchta, Program Manager—Planning
Eva Brown, Account Clerk IT

Danny Kite, Program Manager—Implementation
Conor Larkin, Conservation District Technician
Teresa Link, Resource Conservation Specialist
Alyssa Derr, Resource Conservation Specialist
Andrew Hudnut, Resource Conservation Specialist

Carina Coleman-Gridley, Administrative Assistant

Phone: 315-457-0325
Fax: 315-457-0410
Email: info@ocswed.org

‘Website: www.ocswed.org

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program

Watershed Agricultural Program Review Committee
(WAPRC)

Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co.
Craig Richards, Vice Chair, Onondaga Co.
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co.

Andrew Leubner, Onondaga Co.

David Perry, Cortland Co.

Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co.

Daniel Ripley, Cayuga Co.

Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse

Dale Kehoe, Counsel Member, non-voting
Tim Leubner, Counsel Member, non-voting
Staff

Mark Burger, Program Manager

Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Mgmt. Planner
Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician

Chris Travis, Resource Conservation Specialist—Engineer In Training

Carina Coleman-Gridley, Administrative Assistant

Phone: 315-457-0325
Fax: 315-457-0410
Email: slwap@ocswcd.org

Website: www.ocswed.org

IN CASE ASSISTANCE IS
NEEDED AT AN AG
SPILL EMERGENCY,
PLEASE CALL

MARK BURGER
315-415-5057

Your Sponsorship
Reaches 1,785
residents

$250/year= 4 issues

ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL &
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway
Liverpool, NY 13088

Phone: 315-457-0325

Fax: 315-457-0410

Email: info@ocswcd.org
www.ocswed.org

o

Our Vision—The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable agricultural industry
and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and maintain a high standard of water

quality.

‘ Our Mission—To carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that upholds the high

drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake.




