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COVANTA ENERGY DONATES $5,000 

 HIGHLAND FOREST HOSTS ITS FIRST CNY REGIONAL ENVIROTHON 

Onondaga County Soi l  & Wa ter  Conserva t ion Dis t r ic t  

Conservation Quarterly 

 Covanta has gener-

ously donated $5,000 to 

the Central New York 

Regional Envirothon.  

As the major sponsor, Business Manager Kath-

leen Carroll presented a check to the committee, 

“As we approach 20 years’ commitment, we are 

very proud to continue sponsoring the Central 

New York Regional Envirothon.  This out-

standing environmental competition challenges 

the minds of our science students in the four-

county region.”    

 The Envirothon is a privately funded program 

for high school students to learn more about our 

natural environment.  Hosted by Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts in Onondaga, Cayuga, 

Madison, and Chenango counties, the 2014 En-

virothon will be held at Highland Forest in 

Fabius on Wednesday, April 30th.   Together, 

Covanta and CNY Regional Envirothon con-

tinue to dedicate themselves to environmental 

education – strengthening the students for fu-

ture leadership roles in our community.  

 Located in Jamesville, New York, along with 

the Onondaga County Resource Recovery Facil-

ity, Covanta is an “Energy-from-Waste” facility 

that provides the sustainable waste disposal 

long term and renewable energy for Onondaga 

County including Syracuse.  ‘To provide sustain-

able waste and energy solutions to ensure no 

waste is ever wasted’ is Covanta’s mission state-

ment and their motto is ‘Powering Today. Pro-

tecting Tomorrow’.  Visit their website at 

www.covantaenergy.com 

Covanta presents check. Sitting (l-r) Luisa Rotella, Covanta 

Administrative Assistant; Kathleen Carroll, Covanta Busi-

ness Manager; Jessica Heim, Madison County Soil & Water 

Conservation District (SWCD); Jennifer Kelly, Chenango 

County SWCD; Maggie Connelly, Onondaga County SWCD.  

 The 2014 Central New York Regional Envirothon will 

take place at beautiful Highland Forest, an Onondaga 

County park situated in the far southeastern corner of the 

county in the town of Fabius. 

 The CNY Regional Envirothon is an environmentally 

motivated, outdoor, academic competition for high school 

students in Chenango, Cayuga, Madison and Onondaga 

counties. Teams follow the trails to five different stations, to be tested on 

soils & land use, forestry, aquatic ecology, wildlife, and a current environ-

mental issue, ‘Sustainable Local Agriculture’. Teams also prepare and de-

liver an oral presentation to a panel of resource professionals. This presentation is based on the current 

environmental issue and students must provide a solution.  

 Whether it’s tree identification, looking at the different soil layers, or touching animal skeletons and 

furs, students have fun at the Envirothon! 

Beautiful nature trails at 

Highland Forest Park. 

http://www.covantaenergy.com
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CELEBRATING 70 YEARS 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 On March 6, 2014 the Onondaga 

County Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District celebrated its 70th 

year anniversary. Going back to the 

1940’s - Soil & Water Conservation 

Districts were being established all 

across the United States on the 

heels  of  the Great Depression and 

the Dust Bowl era, the “Dirty Thirties”.  

 In the beginning, a District’s primary role was 

to assist the US Department of Agriculture with 

land conservation projects, which  included: 

 agricultural drainage to help to make cropland 

more productive and reduce soil loss via ero-

sion. 

 sale and coordination of planting 100,000 to 1 

million tree and shrub seedlings around county 

(annually) 

 planning and implementation of contour plant-

ing, cover cropping, strip cropping and farm 

pond creation projects. 

 All of these projects focused on the reestablish-

ment of vegetation on barren land to help retain 

topsoil, conserve soil and water resources for hu-

man and animal use, and to prevent overall irrepa-

rable damage to the land. The joint work between 

the USDA and the District was cemented by a 

Memorandum of Understanding. 

 Onondaga County was the 15th county in New 

York State to set up a soil and water conservation 

district on March 6, 1944. At that time there were 

1,000 Districts across the Country. 

 The first meeting of our District was held on 

March 24, 1944. History has it that the first meet-

ings were held “in the district’s offices in the Fed-

eral Building”, what now is the old Post Office  at 

Clinton Square in downtown Syracuse.  The origi-

nal members  were: Hoyt Ackles (Grange), Carl 

Salmonsen (Farm Bureau), Howard Snyder 

(County Board of Supervisors), Fritz Campbell 

(County Board of Supervisors), Leo Hayes, Wendell 

Field, Hugh Wilson and Warren Burger. 

 Jumping ahead 70 years, your District is consid-

ered the “Boots on the ground” agency in Onon-

daga County.  We implement the NYS Agricultural 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 

Management pro-

gram.  Much of the 

work consists of 

survey, planning, 

design and con-

struction of  non-

point source pollu-

tion prevention pro-

jects on farms. 

These projects are 

carried out in con-

junction with the 

efforts of our part-

ner agencies - Cor-

nell Cooperative 

Extension, USDA, 

NYS DEC; Onondaga County, the City of Syra-

cuse, and our neighborhood conservation districts 

in Cayuga and Cortland counties. 

 Other conservation services the District pro-

vides are: 

 Critical Area Seeding – annual hydroseeding of 

35-plus miles of maintained roadside ditches  

to stabilize soil from erosion and filter pollut-

ants from the water, 

 Erosion & Sediment Control - Instruct contrac-

tors (2000+ thus far) about the proper use of 

erosion and sediment control practices on con-

struction sites so that they are in compliance 

with NYS DEC regulations 

 Invasive Species Inventory and Management - 

assistance to municipalities regarding ash 

trees and the threat of Emerald Ash Borer on 

publically-owned properties. 

 Stormwater Management - Assistance to mu-

nicipalities with the review of stormwater man-

agement plans, and inspection of critical infra-

structure and active construction sites 

 Ag Emergency Preparedness – part of a net-

work of first responders to agricultural emer-

gencies 

 Conservation Equipment Rental Program – 

rental of a 10’ Great Plains no-till drill and a 6-

row John Deere Conservation Planter. 

1944 - First member, Hoyt Ack-

les.  Hoyt is pictured here receiv-

ing the 1985 ‘Conservation Farm 

of the Year’ award. 

Continued next page 
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 Water is the most common substance on earth.  

Every living thing is made up from mostly water 

- an elephant is 70% water, a tomato is 90% wa-

ter, and a tree is 75% water. 

 About 60% of the human body is water and your 

skin is 70% water. 

 To produce one gallon of milk, a dairy cow must 

drink four gallons of water. 

 Our supply of good water is limited.  One gallon 

of gasoline can contaminate approximately 

750,000 gallons of water. 

 Polluted water can be dangerous to all living 

things. 

FUN FACTS - Did You Know? 

 Remember to always check your valves and hy-

draulic gates for proper closure when hauling prod-

uct over the road. Look behind regularly as you 

travel down the road to make sure you are not leav-

ing a trail of product.   If a spill occurs, stop immedi-

ately, call the SWCD to report the incident and seek 

assistance to clean it up before an environmental 

disaster occurs.  Remember, a NYS DEC fine for pol-

luting a watercourse can be devastating.  By all 

means, slow down to prevent these accidents from 

happening in the first place.   Time lost for cleaning 

up spills will always be more than the time lost for 

going just a little bit slower and safer in your daily 

functions. 
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 According to the geese, spring is here!   

According to the weather, I think there is 

room for doubt.   However, things are 

about to explode into a mass of activity in 

order to get the fields ready for planting.  

This includes manure management and 

tilling and there will be a lot of farm and 

field equipment competing for space on the 

roads during all times of the day and night 

so... please be careful out there - slow down 

and don’t take chances.    When shortcuts 

are taken bad things can happen.   The 

best scenario that comes out of an accident 

is that you have fallen farther behind due 

to lost time and damaged equipment; the 

worst scenario is that you or someone you 

care for has been seriously injured, or 

worse.  Nothing good comes from an acci-

dent because of a “hurry up” attitude.   A 

whole day was lost to a large group of peo-

ple because of speed and carelessness with 

the tanker rollover pictured here. 

 Not only will there be a flurry of farm-

ing activity starting soon, there also will be 

Best Management Practices implemented 

Environmental Accidents - Last year 

brought  many challenges to our farms and 

communities that can be classified as envi-

ronmental accidents, but in reality they 

probably were the result of just plain hur-

rying to beat the weather.   When you 

hurry you become careless and that is 

when “accidents happen”.   Of course, I’m 

talking about fertilizer and manure spills 

on the highway.   The Soil & Water Con-

servation District was involved in helping 

to clean up as many as six spills last 

spring - two were from liquid manure and 

4  from dry fertilizer. I congratulate the 

   IMPLEMENTATION 2014 

….  SAFETY FIRST!! 

farmers for their quick  

and immediate re-

sponse.  Special thanks 

goes to the local County 

and Town Highway De-

partments for their as-

sistance with street 

sweepers and more, cap-

turing the product for 

reuse.  This partnership 

was both a speedy re-

solve and it saved the 

farmer from large monetary losses 

due to loss of product. 

By Doug Fisher, Program Manager 

on area farms, de-

signed to improve wa-

ter quality.  Designs 

are being completed 

and contractors are 

being solicited for a 

number of different 

projects throughout 

the County.   A re-

minder to contractors 

is that we will adver-

tise in the local paper 

for projects that re-

quire a sealed bid; a  

site showing will also be announced. For projects that re-

quire only 3 written quotes, we will notify the contractor(s) 

of the landowner’s selection.   Contractors can call our of-

fice at any time to inquire if any sealed bid projects are out 

for bid.  To build any District project, a contractor must 

have adequate insurance coverage, which we can discuss 

with you, and must follow the Natural Resources Conser-

vation Service (NRCS) standards and specifications for all 

designs.  Also, OSHA guidelines and standards should be 

followed on all of our projects.   

Remember ---------- SAFETY FIRST! 

A milk truck overturns on Rose Hill 

Road in 2011 as it approached the 

Route 20 intersection.  

IMPORTANT REMINDER  
CHECK AND RE-CHECK 

By Doug Fisher, Program Manager 

Suctioning and hosing a manure 

spill on a major highway.  

Continued next page 
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 ASH TREE UPDATE 

 Technical Assistance – to landowners in the county on flooding and drainage issues 

 Annual Tree & Shrub Sale - hosting a spring sale that distributes in excess of 10,000      

 seedlings to residents to help “Green Up The County!” 

  

 To this day  the District’s mission remains the same, “promoting excellence in the wise use of our rural 

and urban natural resources”, and its vision is “to live in a society in which future generations will have 

natural resources necessary to sustain and enrich their quality of life”. 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a green beetle that 

is native to Asia.  It has been found in Onondaga 

County and is considered to be a highly invasive 

pest.  EAB depends on ash trees to complete its life 

cycle.  Females lay eggs on the bark of the tree and 

when the eggs hatch, the young larvae bore into the 

tree and begin feeding 

upon the vascular tissue 

of the tree.  This larval 

feeding is very destructive 

to the tree because it in-

terrupts the flow of water 

and nutrients.  Trees that 

become infested with EAB 

tend to die within a cou-

ple of years and become 

potentially unstable and 

dangerous.  Human ac-

tivities such as the move-

ment of firewood and 

shipping materials are 

accelerating the spread of 

this pest. 

 This past winter, the 

District worked with local 

tree contractors to cut 

down and remove 540 ash 

trees throughout the 

County.  These trees were 

identified as being haz-

ardous in their current condition with the potential 

to hit a target such as a road, recreational trail, or 

people.  While working with tree contractors in and 

around Onondaga County, it became clear that 

there was a wide range of understanding among 

various contractors and municipal leaders in re-

Wrapping the rope around 

a tree with a Purple Prism 

Trap. Photo courtesy of 

Cornell Cooperative Exten-

sion, Onondaga County. 

By Eva Sztechmiler, District Conservation Technician 

gards to EAB.  As 

part of the Emer-

ald Ash Borer Task 

Force, the District 

worked with Cor-

nell Cooperative 

Extension to host a 

Tree Contractor 

and Professional 

Emerald Ash Borer 

Awareness Day 

event.  This event 

brought together 

over 100 profession-

als representing a 

wide range of com-

panies and munici-

palities.  Speakers were brought in to present in-

formation on the EAB quarantine, federal restric-

tions regarding the Indiana bat, an endangered 

species, as well as Department of Labor and 

OSHA requirements for a safe and fair workplace. 

 This spring, the District will also be working 

with Cornell Cooperative Extension, Onondaga 

County Office of Environment, SUNY-ESF and 

the NYS DEC in order to monitor the EAB popu-

lation.  140 purple prism traps will be strategi-

cally placed throughout the County in an effort to 

delimit the current known population as well as 

to try to identify any other unknown infestations.  

These purple prism traps are becoming a familiar 

sight alongside roads and at campgrounds.  Al-

though they are referred to as purple prism traps, 

they are used to detect the presence of EAB in an 

area and are not effective as a trap for population 

control purposes. 

Tree Contractor Education 

Day.  Photo courtesy of  Cornell  

Cooperative Extension, Onon-

daga County. 
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The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and ac-

tivities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orien-

tation, and marital or family status. 

EROSION CONTROL INSTALLATION AT QUINLAN FARM 

 Two new pasture management projects were 

recently installed on the Quinlan Farm in the 

Town of Otisco, aimed at reducing cropland ero-

sion and improving cattle access to pasture. An 

existing waterway that cuts through these agri-

cultural fields separates cropland and pasture 

acres from the farmstead.  This perennial stream, 

a tributary to Onondaga Creek, steadily erodes 

cropland and creates difficult pasture access for 

dairy cattle. 

 

 A rock-lined stormwater basin and grassed wa-

terway were implemented to control high flows 

during spring thaw and snowmelt, and a rein-

forced cattle laneway with fencing provides stable 

access to pasture and excludes animals from ac-

cessing the tributary. Excluding animals from wa-

terways reduces pathogen and sediment transport 

by limiting manure contamination and erosion 

from hoof traffic.  Collectively, these practices re-

duce agricultural non-point source pollution, a 

growing concern for water bodies throughout the 

county and state. 
Existing cattle crossing. 

New cattle crossing in place. New rock lined basin. 

By Ryan  Cunningham, Resource Conservation Specialist (SLWAP) 

 The implementation of these projects was par-

tially funded by the Great Lakes Restoration Ini-

tiative, a federal program designed to reduce sedi-

mentation in watersheds that drain to the Great 

Lakes. 

 DISTRICT COMPLETES AGRICULTURAL BMP  

IMPLEMENTATION GRANT 
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By Alan Masters, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 The District applied for federal funding 

through the US Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) back in early 2010.  The grant funds were 

available through the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative and Onondaga County participated in a 

multi-county proposal administered and sup-

ported by Finger Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed 

Protection Alliance (FL-LOWPA).  Nearly $1 mil-

lion dollars was requested for 7 participating 

counties, with Onondaga receiving $147,450 in 

funds to implement BMPs for 3 types of farm pro-

jects to reduce agricultural nonpoint source pollu-

tion in the Lake Ontario Basin.  The District com-

pleted implementation of the projects in December 

2013 and all final reports were completed and ac-

cepted by EPA by March 31st, 2014.   

 Five farms in Onondaga County installed 

BMPs to improve rotational grazing systems.  The 

District completed survey and design assistance 

and inspected the installation of high-tensile fence 

for all five farms, water pipeline and frost-free hy-

drants at 4 farms, and installed a well at one 

farm.  GLRI provided 75% funding to improve 

over 160 acres of grazing systems. 

 GLRI provided 70% funding for six farms in 

Onondaga County to install 10 BMPs projects to 

reduce gully erosion on cropland.  The District 

completed survey and design assistance and in-

spected the installation of two diversions, two 

grass waterways and six WASCOBs.   

 Three agrichemical (pesticide) mixing and load-

ing facilities were installed in Onondaga County 

at an orchard, a vegetable farm and an orchard/

berry farm.  These roofed structures provide a 

concrete containment pad for the farm operation 

to safely load, mix and rinse their sprayers and 

protect nearby surface water and groundwater 

from contaminated runoff or spills. Together, 

these three farms mix over 100,000 gallons of pes-

ticides annually, and GLRI provided over 75% 

funding for these facilities that offer spill and run-

off protection. 

 Please contact Alan Masters or Aaron Buchta 

at the District at (315) 457-0325 to sign up for 

planning services for your farm.  Farms that coop-

erate with the District to complete plans may 

have components that are eligible for cost-share 

funding to help pay for Best Management Prac-

tices. 

New pesticide mixing and loading facility at Abbott Farm. 

Jim Manley testing out his newly installed hydrant. 


