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CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS 

“Promoting excellence in the wise use of  our urban/suburban natural resources.” 

DID YOU KNOW? 

● Water is the most common substance on earth.  Every living thing is made 
up from mostly water; your skin is 70% water. 

● Water helps us grow plants for food - our bodies need water to move, think 
and feel. 

● Water is present in all foods and is used in their preparation. 
● Water produces power for our use in homes and industry. 
● Bodies of water are used to  transport people and products. 
● Clean water helps us live well and stay healthy! 

THE 2020 TREE & SHRUB SALE BROCHURE WILL BE ROLLING OUT IN THE 
FALL ISSUE OF OUR NEWSLETTER. START MAKING YOUR WISH LIST! 

 If you’ve seen the posters hanging in your town office or 
library, that’s us - the Onondaga County Soil & Water Con-
servation District celebrating 75 years of public service, 
providing landowners with conservation expertise and con-
sultation for the best use of their natural resources.  
 The Dust Bowl of the 1930s was the crisis that gave rise 
to the soil conservation districts across the country.  In 1931 a 
severe drought began in the Great Plains, in the panhandles of 
Texas and Oklahoma, spreading to parts of New Mexico, 
Colorado and Kansas; it caused crops to fail and left plowed 
fields exposed to erosion by the strong winds typical to the 
region.   
 The ambitions of those days that brought farmers high 
yield crops, prosperity year in and year out, couldn’t have 
foretold the danger of soil erosion that loomed ahead in that 
fateful 1931 growing season.  Ten or so years later, through 
thoughtful legislation, soil conservation districts were 
formed, ready to help fight soil loss across the country!  Dis-
tricts began helping landowners with issues of the day – field 
drainage and ponds for livestock.  
 Today, the Onondaga County Soil & Water Conserva-
tion District delivers State Agricultural Environmental Man-
agement grant funds to help farmers meet environmental re-
quirements by implementing Best Management Practices on 
their farms.  The District approach is practical, both District 
and landowner working together to achieve the best conser-
vation result.  Through the years the District has expanded its 

The landscape between Skaneateles Lake and Otisco 
Lake – a beautiful view of conservation work on farms.  

scope to help with hydroseeding on roadways or at farm con-
struction sites; stream bed and bank stabilization; erosion and 
sediment control; educational and goodwill events to name a 
few.   
 To this day the District continues to answer the call for 
conservation work. Together with partners, farm cooperators 
and general public, we thank you and hope to serve another 75 
years. 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

Ronny Raindrop’s Water Tips 



 

The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and ac-
tivities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orien-
tation, and marital or family status. 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

IN CASE ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED AT 
AN AG SPILL  EMERGENCY, PLEASE 

CALL  MARK BURGER 

315-415-5057 

 Goodbye to Ron May who designed, surveyed and 
implemented projects on farms.  Ron accepted a posi-
tion at a Syracuse based engineering company and 
we wish him all the best! 

EMPLOYEE NEWS 

 Welcome to Gradon Ryan who was hired as a 
Conservation District Technician in September.  A 

graduate of SUNY ESF 
Ranger School with an 
A.A.S. in Forest Technology 
and Land Surveying Tech-
nology, Grady began a career 
as a construction surveyor at 
schools  and airports 
throughout the country.  
Currently he is pursuing a 
B.S. in Natural Resources 
Management at SUNY ESF.  
As Grady noted, “I’ve worked 
on a small dairy farm in On-
ondaga County, and with my 

combined technical skills and environmental back-
ground, I look forward to joining the team and mak-
ing a positive impact on the agricultural communi-
ty.” 

CLEAN WATER FAIR - On Saturday, Septem-
ber 7th, the Onondaga County Department of  
Water Environment Protection hosted their 
Clean Water Fair.  Open to the public, the day 
was filled with activities and fun, free food and 
drinks, and tours of the Metro plant and more.   
Soil & Water District staff, Eric Renfer and 
Amber Paice joined in to meet and greet the 
passersby.  Ronny Raindrop was there as a 
special guest.  Here’s a picture of our District 
display booth 

Also on September 
21st District staff, 
Jim Greenfield and 
Dirk Young invited 
members of the 
Skaneateles Lake 
Association on a 
tour of their farms.  
A tractor drawn 
wagon took us 
around, looking out 
over the lake from some of the highest hilltops on their 
farms to showcase the many Best Management Prac-
tices they’ve implemented to protect water quality. 

Conservation District Staff tests Agricultural 
Spill Response Trailer equipment. A training re-
fresher and inventory update of the spill trailer is 
done as a matter of routine or as circumstances 
require. Submitted by: Amber May Paice. 

District staff volun-
teered at four farm 
stops for the County’s 
OnFarm Fest on Sat-
urday, September 21st. 

Buy Local! 

 
SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  
 

Watershed Agricultural Program 
Review Committee  (WAPRC) 

 
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 
Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 
Craig Richards, Onondaga Co. 
Tim Leubner, Onondaga Co.  
David Perry, Cortland Co. 
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 
Jim Greenfield, Counsel member 
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member 
 

Staff 
 
Mark Burger, Program Manager 
Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Management 
Planner 
Kim Clark, District Conservation Technician 
Teresa Link, District Conservation Technician 
 
Phone:  315-457-0325 
Fax:    315-457-0410 
E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 
Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conservation 
Districts and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the USDA  
Natural Resources Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers.  
Principal funding provided by the City of Syracuse. Paper is recyclable 

Here is a stream cleanout, our first project using a NYS 
DEC General Permit.  The permit was issued in one 
week!  Thanks to this new General Permit, we were able 
to complete the project. 

Pictured here is a project completed by the District’s Hy-
droseeding crew along an intermittent tributary of Nine 
Mile Creek in the Skaneateles and Otisco Lake Water-
sheds, before the intersection of NY-174 and Highway 20. 
Seeding this 30,000 Square Foot area will prevent a signif-
icant amount of sediment from being deposited into local 
water bodies. 

HYDROSEEDING IN THE WATERSHEDS 

By Alex Fisher, Conservation District Technician 

More Summer Projects 

 The SLWAP ag equip-
ment rental program contin-
ues to make no-till technology 
available to farms in the wa-
tershed and around Ononda-
ga County again this year.  The 12-foot ESCH 
no-till drill with 5 ½-inch row spacing is availa-
ble to rent at $11/acre, on a first come/first 
served basis to qualified farmers with a 100 hp 
tractor.  New hay seedings, winter small grains 
plantings, and installing cover crops are great 
ag practices for this season of year.   
 For more information, contact the SLWAP 
& Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation 
District office location at 6680 Onondaga Lake 
Parkway, Liverpool at (315) 457-0325. 

By Eric Renfer, Resource Conservation Specialist 

NO-TILL DRILL RENTAL 



 SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable agricul-
tural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and maintain a high 
standard of water quality. 
Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that upholds the 
high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

SUMMER PROJECTS AROUND THE LAKE  
By Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician 

A crushed WASCOB inlet is repaired 
south of Withey Pond. 

Take a look at these ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos of the many Best Management Practices that the SLWAP 
has implemented this summer.  These BMPs help farmers protect the water quality of Skaneateles 
Lake.  Farmers in the other 6 watersheds in Onondaga County are doing the same good work. 

A clean water exclusion drip trench at a local horse farm. 

A streambank repair project from late winter and completed this 
summer.  There was so much seed on the repair I dubbed this 
the “Chia Pet Project!!” 

A buffer was regraded on a tract on Pork Street. 

 ON THE WATER 

By: Robbie Rioux,  Crew Leader 

Looking out over Cross Lake, many challeng-
es presented themselves this season. 

If you cannot get to a boat washing station,  a trip 
to the local car wash may be a good alternative! 
If you care about the environment as much as you 
care about your boat and fishing, these tips are for 
you to prevent the introduction of harmful invasive 
species into new waters! 
The goal of a good boat washing is to remove 
aquatic hitchhikers that we can and cannot see. 
The plant matter and dirt on our boats and trailers 
are easy to see. The muscles that we cannot see 
with the naked eye that can hide in the boat motor 
water, bilge, and live well also need to be ad-
dressed. If your boat and trailer is traveling be-
tween different bodies of water, it is most im-
portant to decontaminate your boat! 
The first step in the decontamination process is a 
general boat and trailer inspection for visible plant 
matter and dirt. This material is easy to remove by 
h a n d  a n d  s i m p l e  s c r u b b i n g .  
Next, lower your propeller to check if there is wa-
ter in the engine. If water comes out, the engine 
will need to be flushed of that water with car wash 
water that is a minimum temperature of 120F. 
Boat trailers with felt bunks should be spayed and 
soaked in 140F water to kill any invasive species 
hitch-hiking in the material.  
Be careful to protect electronics during de-
contamination procedures. Using less pressure 
and temperature may suffice here if there is no 
visible plant matter or dirt present. 

BOAT WASHING TIPS 
A car wash is a good alternative if you do 
not have access to a local boat washing 

station staffed by “Stewards”. Many car washes use 
water between 120F and 140F. And, the pressure 
from a car wash wand typically reaches 1,000 to 
1,200 psi. Some truck washing station wands oper-
ate at 1,500 psi! But, be careful NOT to damage 
your boat with that high of pressure. If you do 
use a car wash for decontamination of your boat, 
please get a receipt if they provide one so that you 
have proof of your compliance efforts.  
 Some marinas in your local area may provide 
boat cleaning services. In Central NY these marinas 
are:  
1)  Baldwinsville: Coopers Marina, Inc. 2302 W.   
     Genesee Rd., (315) 635-7371 
2) Bridgeport:  Fish Bay Boats & Marina, 302  
     Barrett Ln, (315) 633-9657; and 
     Gagnon’s Marine Svc, 548 NY-31, 
     (315) 633- 0383 
3) Canandaigua: German Brothers, 3907 Cty Rte. 
     16, (585) 394-4000; 
     Sutters, 808 S. Main St. 
     (585)394-0918; and  
     Canandaigua Marine Re pair  
     2422 Ste. Rte. 21, (585) 739-4857 
4) Clay:    Pirates Cove Marina, 9170   

    Horseshoe Island Rd,  
     (315) 695-3901 
5) Town of Skaneateles Boat Washing Station:
 1411 Lacy Rd., Skaneateles 
 

For an updated list of participating marinas, check 
the NYS DEC website for “Boat Washing Stations”.  
Thank you for being a steward of the environment. 
Happy & safe boating and fishing! 

WATER CHESTNUT PROJECT 

By: Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 The fourth annual Water Chestnut Hand Pulling Project 
has ended and with it, a near record breaking 28,000 pounds 
of water chestnut has been pulled.  This is the second highest 
amount ever pulled, and a terrific feat.  So, to begin, thank 
you to everyone that was involved in leading the Crew and I 
to a successful year.  We also began pulling water chestnut 
from Cross Lake, so an additional thank you goes to everyone 
there.   The crew, Maddie Rioux, Megan Vandewarker, Liz 
Kelsey-Gossard, and I had a wonderful summer meeting and 
working with generous homeowners and businesses along the 
Seneca River and on Cross Lake.  So, to everyone who helped 
us, whether it was letting us launch from your property, giv-
ing us water, or driving up with a trailer to help us transport 
our bags of pulled chestnut to our truck, thank you.   



 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to sustain 
and enrich their quality of life.” 

A Summer Update - The Emerald Ash Borer 
(Agrilus planipennis) injection season has come to 
a close. In total we injected 212 trees throughout 
the County. Injection areas included Onondaga 
Lake Park, Rosamond Gifford Zoo, NBT Bank Sta-
dium, and town road right-of-ways in the Town of 
DeWitt. The insecticide we use for injections, 
TREE-äge®, is working well throughout the Coun-
ty. 

EMERALD ASH BORER 

Mile-a-minute vine is a trailing herbaceous vine in 
the buckwheat family. Other common names are 
devil's tail, giant climbing tearthumb, and Asiatic 
tearthumb. It is an annual plant that can be iden-
tified by its triangular leaves and barbed stem. 
The leaves are alternate and 1.5-3” long and 2-3.5” 
wide. The underside of leaves and the stems are 
covered with small barbs which help the plant to 

AQUATIC & LAND INVASIVES  

By Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician 

MILE-A-MINUTE VINE (PERSICARIA PERFOLIATA) 

climb. This plant will grow on other plants and 
trees forming a dense layer which shades out the 
plants below. Not only does mile-a-minute block 
photosynthesis, but the weight of the vine can 
cause poor growth and can kill the plant it is on. It 
is a problem for Christmas tree farms, nurseries, 
reforestation areas, and utility right-of-ways. It 
needs an eight week cold period in order to flower, 

which means it has the potential to spread in 
cooler areas such as New York. Currently it is 
estimated that mil-a-minute is only in 20% of its 
potential range in the US. 
Native to India and Eastern Asia, mile-a-
minute was introduced accidentally in 1930. It 
is in many states including New York. The 
seeds can remain viable in the soil for up to 6 
years and can be spread by birds, mammals, 
and by water. Mechanical and chemical control 
may be used to control along with the mile-a-
minute weevil. Mechanical control is effective 
but should be done before the barbs harden on 
the plant. Chemical control may be difficult due 
to the risk of killing the plants on which it is 
growing.  For more information visit: 
http://nyis.info/invasive_species/mile-a-minute/ 
https://www.wnyprism.org/invasive_species/mile
-a-minute/ 

By Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician 
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By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

COVER CROP PROGRAMS 

“IF YOU EAT, THANK A FARMER!” 

 The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-
trict is wrapping up reimbursements for cover crops that 
were installed in 2019. Depending on the watershed and 
planting dates, farms that have installed cover crops may 
be eligible for reimbursement. The programs are run on a 
first come, first served basis.  
 Additionally, we  frequently will write farms into 
grants from New York State Agriculture and Markets for 
cover crop installation.  
 If you’re interested in cover crops, please call us at 
(315) 457-0325 and ask to speak with Aaron Buchta for 
more details. 

Keep Onondaga County Green! 

PEOPLE WE KNOW 

Here’s to our local farmers who scored high in the Forage & Grain category 
from this year’s Great New York State Fair: 
● Daniluk Farm, Camillus - 1st Place ribbon alfalfa 1st cutting & alfalfa 

later cutting;  grass mix 1st cutting and later cutting; reserve champion 
conventional hay 

● Steve Nemec, Moravia - 1st Place ribbon Alfalfa grass mix 1st cutting 
and later cutting; 2nd Place ribbon barley; 3rd Place ribbon  soybeans. 

● Dan Twentyman, Tully - 1st Place ribbon organic hay & grass later cut-
ting; 2nd Place ribbon grass first cutting. 

 
High scores for cattle: 
● Charles Luchsinger, Syracuse - 1st Place ribbon in many categories, 

including Grand Champion Female Jersey; Premier Breeder and Premier 
Exhibitor. 

● Eaton Holsteins, Marietta -  1st Place ribbon Grand Champion Female 
Holstein. 


