
Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District 

CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

“Promoting excellence in the wise use of our rural and urban natural resources.” 

TECHNICAL LARGE ANIMAL EMERGENCY RESCUE   

 An Awareness Level training class was held on June 

17th at the State Fairgrounds.   Dr. Rebecca Gimenez, and Primary 

Instructor for Technical Large Animal Emergency Rescue, Inc. from 

Macon, Ga presented the class to almost 50 attendees.  Participants 

came all over New York State, Connecticut and the Province of On-

tario, Canada.  Included were first responders, police and fire depart-

ment personnel; farm owners and veterinarians. 

 On Saturday and Sunday, she conducted an Operations Level 

class to about 20 people.  This class was a rigorous hands-on experi-

ence, using many different props, including a 500 pound mannequin 

horse.  

 TLAER teaches better response tactics and incident communi-

cation in common emergency situations with large animals – trail 

riding, trailer wrecks, animals trapped in mud or ditches, and ad-

vanced animal handling skills. TLAER helps to provide an under-

standing of the mechanics for a correct response to large animal inci-

dent scenes and interacting with professional emergency responders 

and animal victims in a safe manner.  

 The goal of this training is to begin the formation of a volunteer 

animal response team in Onondaga County and the Central New 

York region. 
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The horse mannequin, compli-

ments of Cornell University weighs 

a solid 500 pounds. Funding for 

this training was provided by the 

Onondaga County Dept. of Emer-

gency Management. Photo courtesy 

of Roland Ivers, Volunteer 

 OCWA FUNDS FOR FALL 2016 COVER CROPS 

Onondaga County SWCD continues our cover crop program through the generous financial 

support of Onondaga County Water Authority!   
 

Eligibility:  Acreage seeded must be in the Otisco Lake watershed.  Requirements:  

Seeding rates and planting dates should be according to USDA NRCS 340- Cover Crop Speci-

fication.  Example: plant oats at 3 bushels/acre by Sept. 20th or plant common rye at 2 bushels/acre by October 6th.   
 

Funding:  Available on a first-come, first-served basis- call the District at (315) 457-0325 to Sign up be-

fore September 30th. Each farm is responsible for the seeding and the District reimburses the farm at a set 

rate: $15 per acre.  An invoice from the farm and maps of fields will be required before reimbursement, and must 

be submitted by November 20th.   
 

There is also funding for 6 Soil Health Tests at no-cost to cover crop participants on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Contact Aaron or Rebecca if you have questions about the cover crop program; call Eric Jensen if you need to rent 

our 10’ Great Plains no-till drill. 
 

 We are also always looking for new projects to write grants for, including applying for funding for cover crop cost-

sharing. Please call our office to learn about other opportunities for cover crop or other farm projects. 



 

‘Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination is a 

major component of a municipal stormwater 

management program.  Every time someone uses 

the storm drain or a ditch as a disposal system, 

they’re causing an impact downstream.  That’s 

because storm sewers and ditches don’t go to 

wastewater treatment plants.  Storm drains are 

separated in most instances from the sanitary 

system.  That’s by design.  Our wastewater treat-

ment facilities simply couldn’t handle the volume 

of stormwater that is created in every storm.  

Here are 12 actions that homes and businesses 

can take to prevent illicit discharges into the 

storm sewer system - Dealing with the Dirty 

Dozen’: 

1. Eliminate connections to storm sewers.  

Make sure that wastewater, spills or soapy 

water can’t flow into a storm sewer by any 

drain or stormwater flow.  Check with your 

city/town/village to determine if clean water 

discharges to a storm sewer is allowed. 

2. Store hazardous materials properly, inside or 

under cover. 

3. Make a current spill response plan and clean 

up kit accessible. 

4. Train employees on spill response and good 

housekeeping practices. Repeat training reg-

ularly. 

5. Use “dry” methods for clean-up of spills.  

Keep a broom, mop, and kitty litter or other 

absorbent materials handy.  Do not use water 

to rinse off a spill. 

6. Use a mop and sink for cleaning floor mats 

and equipment.  Pour wash water in the sink, 

not outside. 

7. Ensure dumpsters remain covered and leak-

proof.  Locate dumpsters away from storm 

drains. 

8. Wash vehicles at a commercial wash.  If you 

must wash vehicles or equipment outdoors, use 

water only, or wash on grassy areas and divert 

soapy water from storm drains. 

9. Keep parking lot and service areas clean.  Provide 

trash bins and empty them regularly. Divert wa-

ter from loading docks. 

10. Keep wetlands and shoreline areas clean and in 

natural condition.  Keep these areas free of trash, 

yard waste, and debris that can pollute or ob-

struct water flow.  If possible, allow vegetation to 

grow in a natural buffer vs. mowing to wetland 

edges. 

11. Water wisely and limit fertilizer use.  Keep water 

and fertilizer on grass, not pavement.  Consider 

replacing some lawn area with low-care plant-

ings. 

12. Design your site to infiltrate, filter or detain run-

off. Diver roof leaders, foundation drains, air con-

ditioning condensate and other clean water to 

grassy areas, away from pavement and storm 

d r a i n s .  Y o u  c an  r e a d  m o r e  a t 

www.chemungstormwater.org 

Courtesy of Doug Fisher, Program Manager 
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GOVERNOR CUOMO ANNOUNCES 

$13.1MM FOR  

AGRICULTURAL WATER QUALITY  

CONSERVATION PROJECTS 

Forty-two projects will get funded for more than 120 

farms across New York State.  The Central NY region re-

ceived $3,529,219.00 with Onondaga County Soil & Water 

Conservation District being awarded $1,116,664.  Agricul-

tural water quality concerns will be addressed on eleven 

farms across two sub-watersheds - Skaneateles Lake and 

the Greater Oswego River watershed.  Both watersheds 

are sources of drinking water and will be protected by the 

implementation of Best Management Practices; they in-

clude cover crop and prescribed rotational grazing sys-

tems.  These systems will keep nutrients, sediment and 

other pollutants out of the watersheds while helping the 

farms remain economically viable.  

 New York State Agriculture & Markets Commis-

sioner Richard Ball stated “One of New York State’s most 

valuable natural resources is its water, and through this 

program, we are helping ensure its health and sustaina-

bility for years to come.  These projects provide our farm-

ers the ability to implement the best strategies to miti-

gate potential pollutants and become better stewards of 

the environment, while continuing to produce fresh, nutri-

tious foods for our communities.  By increasing funding 

for this important program, Governor Cuomo and the 

New York State Legislature are taking an important step 

to further protect our waterways in the future.” 

The following is an excerpt from the University of 

Rhode Island’s Stormwater Resources Information: 



 

 2 Kids Goat Farm was featured on the New York State Ag & Markets’ Face-

book page during June’s Dairy month. 

 Barry and Amy Sperat, owners/operators of the farm are first generation 

farmers, who started their own business making goat cheese.  The farm is situat-

ed in the Upper Tioughnioga watershed.  They raise up to 55 goats per year and 

make many varieties of goat cheese, soaps and lotions.  Within a short time, the 

Sperats have made their farm into a successful full-time business.  

 Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District has been working 

with the Sperats since 2013 to implement Best Management Practices on their 

farm - creating 7 acres of new pasture for grazing by installing fencing and a live-

stock watering system, a manure composting facility, access road improvements, 

and a culvert crossing.  By working with the District to install these practices, the 

Sperats are able to better manage the resources on their farm, reduce any poten-

tial environmental resource concerns, and improve their productivity. 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to sustain 

and enrich their quality of life.” 

NYS AG & MARKETS HIGHLIGHTS FARM FROM FABIUS, NY 
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You can read the full story at https://www.facebook.com/nyagandmarkets/   

Learn more about the Sperat’s and 2 Kids Goat Farm at  http://www.2kidsgoatfarm.com/ 

WATER CHESTNUT HAND-PULLING BEGINS 

Beginning on July 11, 2016 the Onondaga Soil and Water Conservation District began an initia-

tive to reduce the number of water chestnut plants on the Seneca River. Water Chestnut is an invasive 

species from Asia that grows in shallow areas in lakes, rivers, and streams. The plant makes itself a nui-

sance by clogging waterways, making difficulties for boaters. Additionally, its seeds have sharp protru-

sions that can cause painful puncture wounds.  

Utilizing a team of four, the OCSWCD will hand-pull plants from canoes along a 19 mile stretch 

of the river from Coopers Marina in Baldwinsville, NY to Horsehead Island. The team, led by Brian Som-

mer, consists of seasonal aides that will spend up to six weeks traveling between seven potential sites. 

The main goal of the initiative is to remove all the chestnuts that can possibly be pulled at each location 

by hand and then mark other areas that are too dense for manual removal with GPS indicators for herb-

icide treatment. The plants and seeds taken from the Seneca are being taken to an OCRRA site in Ca-

millus for composting.  Funding for this project is provided through an Aquatic Nuisance Species grant 

received by the Onon-

daga County Health 

Dept., Division of Envi-

ronmental Health, un-

der the direction of Dr. 

Russell Nemecek. 

By Alex Kulakowski, Summer Aide 

 

Each bag holds about 80 

chestnut plants, and each 

bag weighs about 45 lbs. 

Photo courtesy of 2 

Kids Goat Farm. 

By Eric Renfer, Resource Conservation Specialist 



 

The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activi-

ties on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orienta-

tion, and marital or family status. 
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 The Conservation Partners Leadership Insti-

tute was held at the Ranger School in Wanakena 

on July 12 - 15. A team of twenty-one conservation 

professionals from Soil and Water Conservations 

Districts , NYS Ag. and Markets and NRCS across 

New York State attended this training.  

Topics discussed included: the hab-

its of successful people, leadership 

principles, goal development, con-

flict management, and enhancing 

colleague relationships. Training 

consisted of a combination of 

presentations, group discussion, 

and group activities.  

 A handful of key highlights 

from the program included  

“Putting first things first;” includ-

ing prioritization and delegation of 

workload to prevent  excess stress; 

“Sharpening the Saw,” meaning, 

making time to take care of your 

internal needs is a necessary priori-

ty to be able to take on other’s 

needs; the “Win-win process” in con-

flict management: working with each partner in a 

disagreement to identify solutions and demon-

strate that the relationship is more important 

than the conflict; and “Seek to understand, then 

be understood” or SPIN: What is the Situation, 

what is the Problem, what is the Implication, and 

finally, what is the Needs Payoff, or, 

“what’s in it for me?” The SPIN 

Strategy is an effective way to com-

municate with our client base, 

whether its ag producers, municipali-

ties, or other customers of the Dis-

trict, to enhance marketing services 

and programs that Districts provide.  

 Scott Collins from Niagara 

County SWCD summed up the expe-

rience best when he said, “The Lead-

ership training is great because it 

starts out with getting to know your-

self,  then expands to allow you to 

find areas where you can grow so you 

leave your “comfort area”. From 

there, you are able to build on other 

skills such as delegation, conflict, 

personal roles, and effective time man-

agement. I would highly recommend 

everyone participate in the leadership 

training so that they can learn their 

skill set and grow over time.”  

Outside of the classroom we were able 

to partake in various group activities 

whether it was hiking to the fire tower 

or the largest White Pine in New York 

State, fishing, geocaching, playing vol-

leyball or Kubb or looking for bears.  

 We would like to thank the Ranger 

School and their staff for their  hospital-

ity,  Bob Brower for all that he did to 

make this week possible and the plan-

ning committee consisting of Mark 

Burger, Amanda Barber, Doug Kierst; 

Greg Kist, Amber Paice, Cliff Frasier 

and Bob Brower.  

CONSERVATION PARTNERS LEADERSHIP TAKES SHAPE IN WANAKENA 
By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Fire tower at the ranger school. 

Group picture on the last day of training. 



 
ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL & WATER  

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

Board of Directors: 

 

F. Spencer Givens III, Chair, At-Large Representative 

Craig Dennis, Vice-Chair, Practical Farm Representative 

Vacant - Farm Bureau Representative 

Wayne Norris, Treasurer, Grange Representative 

David Coburn, At-Large Representative  

David Knapp, County Legislator - 12th District  

Derek Shepard, Jr., County Legislator -  13th District 

 

Staff: 

 

Mark Burger, Executive Director 

Maggie Connelly, Secretary 

Gwyn Olenych, Account Clerk II 

Doug Fisher, Program Manager 

Jeremiah Eaton, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Eric Renfer, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Eva Sztechmiler, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Rebecca Bray, Conservation District Technician 

Nick Bobbett, Seasonal Aide 

Roland Ivers, Volunteer 

 

Phone: 315-457-0325 

Fax:    315-457-0410 

E-mail: info@ocswcd.org 

Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

 

 

SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  
 

Watershed Agricultural Program Review 

Committee  (WAPRC) 

 

Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 

Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 

Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 

Jim Greenfield, Onondaga Co. 

Ed Tidd, Onondaga Co.  

Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 

David Perry, Cortland Co. 

Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 

Dale Kehoe,  Counsel 

 

 

Staff: 

 

Mark Burger, Program Manager 

John Adams, Conservation District Technician 

Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 

Phone: 315-457-0325 

Fax:    315-457-0410 

E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 

Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

IF YOU ARE TRYING TO REACH THE OFFICE AFTER HOURS 

DUE TO AN AG SPILL EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL MARK 

BURGER, DISTRICT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON HIS CELL 

PHONE (315) 415-5057. 

AGRICULTURE ENERGY  AUDIT PROGRAM 

NYSERDA offers energy audits to help eligible farms 

and on-farm producers identify ways to save energy 

and money on utility bills.  Reports include recom-

mendations for energy efficiency measures. 

 

GET STARTED 
 

 Call:  1-800-732-

1399 to learn 

more, request an 

application, or for 

assistance with de-

termining the au-

dit level. 

 

 Email: 

aeep@nyserda.ny.gov 

 

 Visit:  Nyserda.ny.gov/agriculture to download 

an application 
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 Taken from the June 27th edi-

tion of “Country Folks”, Dairy One 

announced the winners of the Out-

standing Quality Milk award. 841out 

of approximately 4,600 members 

were honored with this award.  Con-

gratulations to the following winners in Onondaga 

County: 

DAIRY ONE RECOGNIZES OUTSTANDING  

QUALITY  MILK AWARD WINNERS 

 Eastview Farms, LLC 

 Carl & Craig Dennis 

 CBG Farm 

 Oliver Farm 

 Elmer Richards & Sons 

  

REDUCE operating costs 

 

IMPROVE energy efficiency 

 

REDUCE carbon emissions 

https://www.facebook.com/OnondagaCountySWCD/?fref=ts


 
SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

 By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, 
where a viable agricultural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together 
harmoniously to improve and maintain a high standard of water quality. 

“DAIRY AT DUSK” TOUR 

 In an effort to foster greater understanding 

of what takes place on a modern dairy farm to-

day and enhance the transparency of milk pro-

duction’, Twin Birch Dairy 

opened their doors to an 

informational evening tour 

for invited local communi-

ty leaders on June 16th.  

This tour was part of a se-

ries of three dairy farms 

doing these tours in the 

month of June.  Dirk and 

Karen Young hosted this 

walking tour around their 

farmstead for about 40 in-

dividuals showcasing how 

their farm has changed 

and grown over the years 

since its humble begin-

ning.  Twin Birch Dairy is 

multi-generational and 

now has expanded to in-

clude others into its family run dairy business.  

Dirk explained the improvements that have 

changed and improved the efficiency of the dairy 

business since his father operated the farm.  Dur-

ing the tour, questions from 

the participants were en-

couraged and answered as 

the group walked around 

the farmstead.   A f t e r 

the approximately one hour 

tour, guests were served a 

bowl of vanilla ice cream 

topped with strawberries.  

A panel of four speakers, 

which included Peter 

Wright, Marcus Richards, 

Doug Kierst, and Dirk 

Young answered questions 

and discussed topics that 

were asked by the guests.  

The tour and panel discus-

sion concluded at dusk.   

 If you have further 

questions, please give us a call at the Skaneateles 

Lake Watershed Ag Program. Tel: (315) 457-0325 

or visit our office at 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, 

Liverpool, NY 13088. 

Guests gather for dessert, compliments of Dirk 

Young, Twin Birch Dairy. 

Dirk Young, owner and operator of Twin Birch 

Dairy (center) leads the tour, followed by a Q & A 

session. 

GRASSLAND MOWING DATES 

USDA NRCS - Changes for 2016:  earliest date for 

mowing all grassland contracts (formerly July 15) is 

set at August 1 and extended through September 

15. 

 

NYS DEC guideline for grassland bird habitat Best 

Management Practices mowing window:  All mow-

ing must be done between August 16 and October 1. 



 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conserva-

tion Districts and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. 

Principal funding provided by the City of Syracuse. 
Paper is recyclable 

Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that 
upholds the high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

By John Adams,  Conservation District Technician 
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 Chemung County Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District hosted a Stream Investigation, Sta-

bilization & Design Workshop from June 8 

through June 10 at the 4-H building at the 

Chemung County Fairgrounds. The presenter 

was David Derrick, Vice-President and Potomolo-

gist from River Research and Design, Inc in 

Vicksburg, Mississippi.  Mr. Derrick retired from 

the Army Corps of Engineers in 2013 after thirty

-five plus years of service with the Corps. 

 The event was well attended. There were 

over fifty individuals from various fields includ-

ing State, County, Private Sector and Academia. 

The first and third days consisted of several Pow-

erPoint presentations and videos of various pro-

jects and proce-

dures that Mr. 

Derrick has 

e x p e r i e n c e d 

over the years. 

The second day 

consisted of a 

field trip to 

various sites 

t h r o u g h o u t 

C h e m u n g 

County, NY 

and Bradford 

County, PA. 

EMPLOYEES ATTEND WORKSHOP 

Attendees observe David Derrick 

build a mockup of a stream in need 

of restoration. 

STORAGE SPACE NEEDED 

 THE SLWAP IS SEEKING COVERED  

 STORAGE SPACE FOR A 16 FOOT 

 WIDE CORN PLANTER AND A 12 1/2 

 FOOT WIDE GRAIN DRILL. 

 WILLING TO PAY STORAGE FEE. 

 CALL ERIC JENSEN AT 315-457-0325 

 A group of 25 Young African Leaders visited the 

City of Syracuse water department facilities in 

Skaneateles on July 7th.  Syracuse University Max-

well School is hosting this group locally during its 6 

weeks of training, networking and mentoring.  The 

group was made up of 25 to 35 year old professionals 

from various countries throughout Africa who work 

in business, civic engagement, and public admin-

istration. Over 1,000 individual African Leaders in 

40 groups scattered around the country are spon-

sored by the U.S. Department of State through the 

Mandela Washington Fellowship this year.    

 The leaders were given an in-depth tour of wa-

ter department operations by Mike Lynn, the plant 

operator.  They were shown how drinking water 

flows from Skaneateles Lake by 54 inch intake pipes, 

is treated for public safety, and then moves by gravi-

ty to the City of Syracuse reservoirs and distribution 

system.  Rich Abbott described how the lake water-

shed inspection program functions.  Eric Jensen 

gave a brief history and explanation of how the 

SLWAP program was initiated and operates.  The 

Leaders participated by asking questions about soil 

erosion and how the program works with farmers on 

a voluntary basis.  The group left with a greater un-

derstanding of the City of Syracuse’s public water 

system and its watershed protection.  Next stop was 

a meeting with the Mayor of Syracuse. 

YOUNG AFRICAN LEADERS 

TOUR SKANEATELES WATER DEPT. 
By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 
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Your advertisement  cost $200 per year= 4 issues 

Reaches 1650 residents - Call us at 315-457-0325 


