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CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

 Skaneateles High School team “Gang-Green” represented Onondaga County at the State Envirothon 

on May 22nd and 23rd at Hobart & William Smith Colleges.  They were awarded 2nd place! Forty-six 

other high schools around the state participated.  This 

year’s current environmental issue was centered around 

the balance of high production agriculture and natural 

resource management to feed the world.  School advisor 

Rick Garrett shared a few words about his team and 

their Envirothon experience: “Once again, thank you so 

much for the $100 check to support the kids at the State 

Envirothon.  When I told them about the check, they 

were excited and I think it made them feel pretty spe-

cial.  There was lots of nervous talk about the competi-

tion and the oral presentation... they were visibly nerv-

ous standing in front of a large group on Wednesday 

night.  Overall we came in 2nd place behind that incredi-

ble Ulster County team, so I was very proud of 

them.  Thank you again for all of the support and please 

feel free to share this message with all those who sup-

ported this donation and these great kids.“ 

Skaneateles High School team Gang-Green at Ho-

bart & William Smith Colleges. Clockwise from 

the bottom:  Eva Vitsaxaki; Kelsey Ibach; Nick 

Paciorek; Matheu Campbell; and Mila Miller.  

 A significant amount of conservation work is being ac-

complished at Great Timber Farm, in Otisco. The farm, 

owned by Mary Knapp, is installing a 10.44 acre riparian 

forested buffer along Rattlesnake Gulf and it’s tributaries. 

This creek flows into Onondaga Creek just north of the 

Tully Mudboils.  Exclusion fencing has been installed, and 

May through June, the farmer has been planting trees to 

establish the buffer.  

 With the livestock out of the stream, nutrient loading 

to Onondaga Lake will be reduced, and the addition of tree 

and shrub plantings will help stabilize a highly eroded 

streambank, reducing sedimentation. 

 This project is a joint venture with the farmer, Onon-

daga SWCD, and USDA. The project is being cost-shared 

by NYS Agriculture and Markets EPF Round 24 and 

USDA-CREP. Special thanks to our partners at USDA for 

helping us and the farm to implement this project. 

GREAT TIMBER FARM  
PROTECTS ONONDAGA LAKE WITH BUFFERS 

By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Tree protectors  line the channel  on this newly 

constructed buffer. 

By Maggie Connelly, Administrative Assistant 



 

2 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to sustain and enrich 

their quality of life.” 

CO-VALE HOLSTEINS HONORED 

 Congratulations to Brad Cates of Co-Vale Holsteins who is 

a two-year honoree of the “Herds of Excellence” award.  Brad 

and his wife Sarah own the farm, along with his mother Geor-

gia.  Brad believes the greatest improvement he has made is 

for cow comfort, which has helped to achieve other goals,. In his own 

words, Brad explains that “We used to breed for type and feed for milk, 

[Now] we are breeding for a smaller cow that’s more efficient.  Feed effi-

ciency on our farm is really huge.” He adds, “technology is going to bring 

us closer to a cow that’s more efficient, maybe cheese wise or fluid milk 

wise.  I think that we’re going to find information that will make farmers 

more efficient and more successful with their farms than they are today.” 
Brad Cates. 

 As of March 2019, Tyrell Ivey is a new addition to 

the Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation Dis-

trict’s Hydroseeding Crew, a part of the Critical Area 

Seeding Project.  He has prior experience working on Onondaga Earth Corps Ad-

vance Young Adult Team for four years.  Tyrell assisted in the Structural Prun-

ing of 2,500 City street trees; he planted over 1,500 trees, cleaned and main-

tained over 30 green infrastructure rain gardens throughout the City of Syra-

cuse, including stream side restoration and riparian buffer plantings. He is one 

of four people to orchestrate the new Urban Forestry Master Plan-Releaf Syra-

cuse and attended steering committees to coordinate with community partners 

and consultants.  As part of this initiative, Tyrell participated in the interview-

ing process of five public representative firms and surveyed almost 1,500 people 

and got back over 1,300 responses.; hosted all 8 community meetings consisting 

of residents and partners, four being with international communities working 

with translators to help convey the desired message. Additionally, Tyrell also 

was involved in the City of Syracuse’s “Save the Rain” Program. Awards and 

Certifications include: High School Diploma (2012), OSHA10 (2016), Lead Safe 

LLC (2016), Electrical Hazard Awareness Program (EHAP, 2018), and First Aid CPR (2018). He also 

took part in Line Clearance Training with City Arborist Steve Harris and National Grid Arborist Jim 

Maloney. Tyrell loves working outdoors and trying to make a difference in his community. 

NEW EMPLOYEES 

 My name is Teresa Link and I have just started as a Conservation District 

Technician working half-time for SLWAP and half-time for the District. I will be 

working with the EAB program for the District and carrying our forestry, wet-

land, and stream projects in the Skaneateles Lake watershed. I have worked as 

the crew leader for the water chestnut pull at OCSWCD in 2017 along with be-

ing the Emerald Ash Borer project intern in 2018. I am a graduate of ESF’s 

Ranger School with an associate’s degree in Environmental and Natural Re-

source Conservation and earned my bachelor’s degree in Renewable Resources 

Technology from Morrisville State College. While attending Morrisville, I was 

involved with the Conservation Tri-Society and the Woodsmen’s team. Last year 

while at the District I became a category 3A Pesticide Applicator which allows 

me to perform the ash tree injections throughout the county. 

 In my spare time I enjoy camping and canoeing in the Adirondacks along 

with tending to my gardens. At home I work on my family’s farm where we 

make maple syrup, hay, and have a team of draft horses. I look forward to a career here at OCSWCD. 

By Maggie Connelly, Administrative Assistant 

By Amber Paice, Conservation  

District Technician 
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The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on 

the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital 

or family status. 

 Meet our Board of  Directors (L-R):  Ken Bush, County Legisla-

tor; John Lemondes, Farm Bureau Rep.; Spencer Givens, At-Large 

Business Rep; Craig Dennis, Chair and At-Large Practical Farming 

Rep; David Coburn, At-Large, Non-ag; Julie Abbott-Kenan, County 

Legislator; and Wayne Norris, Treasurer & Grange Rep.   Mark 

Burger, Executive Director and SLWAP Program Manager is in 

center. Not shown is Onondaga County Legislative Chair, Dave 

Knapp, Ex-officio to the Board. 

DISTRICT BOARD MEMBERS 

     By David Bottar, Executive Director 

   CNY Regional Planning & Development Board 

 The Central New York 

Regional Planning and De-

velopment Board, through 

its non-profit corporation, 

the CNY Enterprise Devel-

opment Corporation (CNY EDC), is a designated 

administrator of the NYS Grown and Certified 

Agricultural Producers Grant Program cre-

ated by the NYS Department of Agriculture and 

Markets in 2017. The program was established to 

assist NYS agricultural producers in meeting 

food safety standards necessary for participation 

in the NYS Grown & Certified Program. The 

funding is now available for eligible participants 

located in Cayuga, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga, 

and Oswego Counties. 

Eligibility: Agriculture producer of eligible 

products seeking certification. If the producer is 

already in the NYS Grown & Certified Program, 

the applicant must verify that the project is 

needed to maintain their food safety certification 

or that it will increase the number of producers 

enrolled in the program. 

Maximum Grant: $50,000. 

Eligible Commodities: Produce, dairy, shell-

fish, eggs, beef, poultry, pork, maple, alcoholic

beverage producers, and beverage ingredient pro-

ducers 

Eligible Use of Funds: Must be used for real 

estate, improvements, machinery and/or equip-

ment that will allow the producer to become certi-

fied in the NYS Grown & Certified Program. 

Funds cannot be used for working capital or audit 

costs associated with the certification process. 

NEW AGRICULTURE GRANT AND FINANCE PROGRAMS OFFERED IN      

    CENTRAL NEW YORK – JULY 2019 

CNY EDC is also a participating lender in the New 

York State Job Development Authority’s Agri-

culture Small Business Loan Program. Funds 

provided for this program will be used to make 

small business loans in accordance with the follow-

ing terms and conditions: 

Eligibility:  Existing small businesses with 100 or 

fewer employees, privately-owned, for-profit enter-

prises. 

Agribusiness: Business must be engaged in value-

added agricultural production and/or related com-

mercial activities, including, but not limited to, 

food processing, food distribution, agri-tourism, 

wineries, breweries, distillers, and cider producers.  

Use:  Equipment, leasehold improvements or per-

manent working capital. 

Loan Size: May range from $50,000 to $200,000 or 

75% of project cost, whichever is less.  

Loan Terms: 60 to 84 months, depending on use of 

loan.  

Collateral:  Lien on assets, personal guaranties of 

all owners of 20% or more of business, key person 

life insurance required at discretion of CNY EDC. 

Equity: At a minimum, 10% owner equity required 

in form of cash injection or contribution 

Underwriting/Application Process: Project 

must evidence sufficient cash flow to cover debt 

service (1.5x or higher). Collateral offered must be 

valued at 100% or more of the loan requested. 

Standard loan application must be completed and 

there is a $250 application fee.  

For additional information on these programs or to 

discuss an application, please contact Michael Ro-

sanio at 315-422-8276, extension 1205 or mrosan-

io@cnyrpdb.org. 

By Maggie Connelly, Administrative Assistant 

mailto:mrosanio@cnyrpdb.org
mailto:mrosanio@cnyrpdb.org
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By Eva Brown, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 This past Earth Day, the District partnered with Onondaga 

County Parks and Onondaga Earth Corps, with funding from a 

US Forest Service Great Lakes Restoration Initiative grant, to 

host a community tree planting event at Jamesville Beach 

County Park.  Non-ash trees are being planted as part of Onon-

daga County’s ash tree management strategy to replace ash 

trees that are dying due to emerald ash borer (EAB), an inva-

sive insect.  A total of 46 Missouri gravel bed trees were planted 

including sugar maple, musclewood, hackberry, shingle oak, red 

oak, basswood, and American elm hybrids.  Another 254 trees 

will be planted this fall at Jamesville Beach and Pratts Falls 

County Parks.  If you are interested in volunteering at the next 

community tree planting event this fall, please contact the Dis-

trict (315) 457-0325 or Onondaga Earth Corps (315) 565-3797. 

TREE PLANTING EVENT 

Volunteers at Jamesville Beach. 

 My name is Robbie Rioux and I am the 2019 Water Chestnut Harvesting Crew Lead-

er.  I am a junior at Hamilton College majoring in Environmental Studies and minoring 

in government.  At Hamilton, I am an assistant captain on the club hockey team, co-

president of the robotics team, treasurer of the aquaponics club, and member of Hamil-

ton’s Model UN team.  I grew up in Syracuse, NY with my parents, three younger sib-

lings, and our two dogs.  Last summer, I worked with the District and the City of Syra-

cuse Water Department in the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Protection Program.  This 

program works to help maintain the water quality of Skaneateles Lake as it provides 

many towns and the City of Syracuse with unfiltered water, a hallmark of life in Syra-

cuse.  At school, I have done research looking into carbon cycling in perennial wetlands.  

Working with OCSWCD, I am excited to help aid in conservation efforts to control inva-

sive species in our waterways and for the opportunity to work in an office as fun and im-

portant as Onondaga County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

 My name is Maddie Rioux. I am graduating from Corcoran High School as the saluta-

torian and will be attending Union College as a member of the Scholars Program.  In my 

free time, I play hockey, lacrosse, and tennis, I watch Netflix, listen to music, and read 

books.  I love to volunteer, and I have helped out with various book drives, coaching 

youth lacrosse teams, and several clean ups on Corcoran’s campus.  I am very excited to 

work this summer with OCSWCD on the water chestnut team! I believe that this will be 

an enriching experience that will help guide my studies throughout my college career. 

 My name is Liz Kelsey-Gossard.  I am a junior at Niagara University with a major in 

Environmental Science.  I also have worked at Marcellus Park for the past five years.  I 

enjoy spending time outside and am interested in all things science and the environ-

ment.  This summer, I am excited to work with the District and hopefully making a big 

impact. 

 My name is Megan Vandewarker. I am a senior undergrad student at Le Moyne col-

lege, pursuing a degree in Environmental Science. So far in my career I have conducted 

research with my professors both in Syracuse and also through my travels to Iceland. I 

am very eager to continue my out of classroom experiences that will be helpful to my fu-

ture and I am glad that my work with the Onondaga County Soil and Water Conserva-

tion District will help contribute to this. 

MEET THE WATER CHESTNUT CREW 

By Robbie Rioux, Crew Leader 
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“Promoting excellence in the wise use of  our urban/suburban natural resources.” 

 

 Black swallow-wort and pale swallow-wort are in-

vasive plants that have been found in Onondaga Coun-

ty. Black swallow-wort originated in the Mediterrane-

an region and pale swallow-wort from Ukraine and 

southeastern Russia. They are moderately-aggressive 

perennial climbing vines that can self-fertilize. Swal-

low-wort can tolerate a wide range of habitat from full 

sun, upland areas to heavily shaded, mixed hardwood 

stands. They flower in early summer and produce 

seeds by late July or August. The flowers of black 

swallow-wort are a dark purple to black in color 

whereas the flowers of pale swallow-wort are a lighter 

pink. The seeds are dispersed by wind, with a square 

meter of plants being capable of producing 1,000-2,000 

seeds. The vines grow on native vegetation or on each 

other to form large patches that choke out native 

plants. The vines can also be toxic to livestock, deer, 

and monarch butterflies. 

 Mechanical and chemical control may be used to 

control swallow-wort. Mechanical control via digging is 

difficult due to the fibrous root systems. Whole plants 

should be removed, bagged, and put into the garbage. 

Seed pods can be collected and bagged for small patch-

es, but is impractical for larger areas. Mowing can be 

conducted before mature seed pods have formed. A 

chemical (herbicide) treatment in August, combined 

with mowing prior to the herbicide treatment and before seed set, has been shown to be an effective 

treatment. Herbicide can also be applied without mowing in late June to mid-July prior to seeds form-

ing. For more information visit:  http://nyis.info/invasive_species/swallow-wort/ 

https://www.sleloinvasives.org/about-invasives/target-species/swallow-wort/ 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL & WATER  
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Craig Dennis, Chair, Practical Farm  
David Coburn, Vice-Chair, At Large non-ag  

Wayne Norris, Treasurer, Grange  
John Lemondes, Farm Bureau  
F. Spencer Givens III, At-Large non-ag 
Julie Abbott-Kenan, County Legislator 

Ken Bush, Jr., County Legislator   
David Knapp, Chair of the Legislature, Board 

Member - Ex-officio  
 

Staff 
 

Mark Burger, Executive Director 
Maggie Connelly, Secretary 
Gwyn Olenych, Account Clerk III 
Doug Fisher, Program Manager 

Amber Paice, District Conservation Technician 
Alex Fisher, District Conservation Technician 
Tyrell Ivey, Seasonal Aide 

Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

Eric Renfer, Resource Conservation Specialist 
Eva Brown, Resource Conservation Specialist  
Teresa Link, District Conservation Technician 

Roland Ivers, Volunteer 
 

Phone: 315-457-0325 

Fax:   315-457-0410 

E-mail: info@ocswcd.org 

Website:  www.ocswcd.org 

By Teresa Link, Conservation District Technician 

NEW INVASIVE FOUND 

 

Pale swallow-wort intertwined on 

itself with seed pods present. 

Photo: Chris Evans, Illinois Wildlife 

Action Plan, Bugwood.org 

A stand of black swallow-wort.  Pho-

to: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of 

Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Black swallow-wort intertwined on 

itself.  Photo: Leslie J. Mehrhoff, 

University of Connecticut, Bug-

wood.org 

Black Swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum nigrum) 

Pale Swallow-wort (Vincetoxicum rossicum) 

http://nyis.info/invasive_species/swallow-wort/
https://www.sleloinvasives.org/about-invasives/target-species/swallow-wort/
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SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

By Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable agricul-
tural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and maintain a high 
standard of water quality. 
Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that upholds the high 
drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation specialist 

 This year, the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag Pro-

gram and the Onondaga County SWCD are collecting 

waste tires from 12 interested farm sites around the coun-

ty.  Mosquitoes breed in the stagnant water that collects 

inside tires and they pose a concern since they can carry 

West Nile Virus and other diseases.  By removing the 

tires, the risk of disease is reduced.  In addition, large tire 

piles are a risk if they catch fire and release thick black 

smoke and other pollutants into ground water.  Recycling 

allows waste tires to be transformed into tire ‘chip/shred’ 

aggregate to be used in the leachate collection system of 

the Seneca Meadows Landfill. The tire collection effort is 

focused on ‘clean’ whole waste tires of the auto and light 

truck sizes.  Large truck tires will be collected later.  We 

are still searching for a processing facility for large or 

thick equipment tires like tractor, skid steer loaders, floatation tires, etc.  Until a processing facility can 

process these special tires, they must be stored on the farm. 

 For more information on waste tire collection, contact the SLWAP & Onondaga County Soil & Water 

Conservation District office location at 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liverpool at (315) 457-0325. 

IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE 

WASTE TIRE RECYCLING 

Kim and Joanne 

Faulkner (then with 

the NY Ag Land 

Trust) walk Snow 

Brook, from bottom to 

top to evaluate the 

stream’s health. 

Frequent and heavy 

spring rains make it 

necessary for Kim to 

examine tributaries to 

Skaneateles Lake, espe-

cially  watching any im-

pact to Shotwell Brook 

CREP continues to 

benefit the water-

shed. There were a 

few farm fields where 

young trees were 

planted to re-

establish the plot. 

WASCOBs (water & sediment control 

basin) still a valuable and successful 

best management practice in the wa-

tershed. 

THINK COVER CROPS! 
CALL US 315-457-0325 
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The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conservation Districts 

and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. Principal funding provided by the City of 

Syracuse. Paper is recyclable 

IN CASE OF AN AG SPILL  

EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL  

MARK BURGER 

315-415-5057 

 SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  

 

Watershed Agricultural Program 

Review Committee  (WAPRC) 
 
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 
Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 
Craig Richards, Onondaga Co. 
Tim Leubner Onondaga Co.  
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 
David Perry, Cortland Co. 
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 
Jim Greenfield, Counsel member 
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member 

 

Staff 
 
Mark Burger, Program Manager 
Kim Clark, District Conservation Technician 

Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Mgmt Planner 

 

Phone:  315-457-0325 

Fax:    315-457-0410 

E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 

Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

“IF YOU EAT, THANK A FARMER!” 

 

EARTH DAY - DOING OUR PART 
By Maggie Connelly, Administrative Assistant 

 

 District and SLWAP staff 

spent an hour collecting trash 

and debris around the office 

property on Onondaga Lake 

Parkway as part of Earth Day.  

Since the time we moved to 

this location in 2012, our ef-

forts at making a difference are 

paying off, less trash.  This 

helps our Park’s friends keep the property clean! 

   By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 Mike Atkins, Director of 

Helping Hands for Urban Farm 

Garden (right) and an affiliate 

of the county’s Ag Council gath-

ered with neighbors and pro-

gram associates to showcase the 

new urban garden that is under-

way at the newly named Bright-

on Academy. 

 Formerly known as Danforth Middle School on the city’s 

west side, the academy is one of many school locations that 

Helping Hands engage students to grow raised bed gardens, 

right in their own neighborhood and school grounds.  

BRIGHTON ACADEMY GARDEN 

FARMS WE KNOW 
By Maggie Connelly, Administrative Assistant 

 Dairy One announced their outstanding quality 

milk award winners for New York State.  In Onon-

daga County, eight farms were recognized: 
 

 Cowles Farms, LLC 

 Elmer Richards & Sons 

 Snavlin Farms 

 Markham Hollow Farm 

 Fabius Greenwood Farm, LLC 

 Co-Vale Holsteins LLX 

 Oliver Farm 

 Carl & Craig Dennis 
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ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL &  

WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT  

 

6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway 

Liverpool, NY 13088 

Phone: 315-457-0325 

Fax: 315-457-0410 

Email: info@ocswcd.org 

www.ocswcd.org 

Your Sponsorship Reaches 1685 residents 
$200/year= 4 issues 


