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CONSERVATION QUARTERLY 

By Maggie Connelly, Secretary 

 First Place winner of the Central New 

York Regional Envirothon, Skaneateles 

High School will be competing at the New 

York State Envirothon on May 24th and 

25th at Hobart and William Smith Colleg-

es in Geneva, NY where team “The 

Neature Walkers” hopes to win the num-

ber one spot and move up to the North American (National 

Conservation Foundation) for a week-long event at Mount St. 

Mary’s University in Maryland, July 23rd - July 29th.  The CNY 

Regional Envirothon hosted 30 teams from Onondaga, Cayuga, 

Chenango and Madison counties who participated in the first 

level of competition at Beaver Lake Nature Center on April 

26th.    

 County Soil and Water Conservation Districts across New 

York State organize a local Envirothon for high school students 

with an interest in environmental studies.  The Envirothon is 

a fun, outdoor, academic event for high school students, an ex-

citing program that has attracted wide community involve-

ment and grown rapidly in every state where it has been intro-

duced; it challenges students to think critically about the natu-

ral world, to recognize their role, and how they impact it. 

 The Central New York Regional Envirothon enjoys contin-

ued success year after year because of its sponsors across the 

four counties, especially Covanta, a major sponsor of the pro-

gram.  Covanta is an “Energy-from-Waste” facility that pro-

vides the sustainable waste disposal long term and renewable 

energy for Onondaga County including Syracuse. 

 Today’s students will be tomorrow's scientists, property 

owners, government officials, parents and teachers.  Learn 

more by visiting www.nysenvirothon.net.  

The Neature Walkers take all!  (l-r) Shane Rutledge, Nick Paciorek, 

Lily Simmons, and Ian Frackelton receive the winning trophy. 

Covanta representatives proudly stand with the team. 

Teams gather around test stations for 

aquatics and wildlife.  Other topics are, 

forestry, soils and a current issue. Thank you to all our sponsors! Every dollar donated counts  
toward the success of Envirothon!! 

http://www.nysenvirothon.net
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By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 Whether you have a small garden, or a 3,000 

acre farm, improving and maintaining soil organic 

matter is important for whatever you are trying to 

grow. Soil organic matter typically consists of a 

combination of crop residue, livestock manure, 

microorganisms, and other matter in varying de-

grees of decomposition. This material acts as a 

“glue” to hold together soil aggregates, improves 

the water holding capacity of the soil, tilth, and 

drainage of the soil. Organic matter also provides 

habitat for the microorganisms which break down 

residues, these organisms subsequently providing 

nutrients to growing crops.  Typically, productive 

agricultural soils range from 3-6% organic matter. 

A standard soil test provides organic matter per-

centage.  

 Increasing soil organic matter is one way to 

improve overall soil health, and improve crop 

yields over time. Although there is no “silver bul-

let,” numerous strategies can be implemented to 

obtain higher soil organic matter.  Organic matter 

can be added to the soil through: 

 Livestock manure  

 Liquid or solid, are also excellent sources 

of nutrients for growing crops 

IMPROVE SOIL HEALTH 
BY INCREASING SOIL ORGANIC MATTER 

By Rebecca Bray, District Conservation Technician 

 According to the Natural Resources Con-

servation Service Conservation Practice 

Standard, waste storage facilities must have 

all the necessary safety devices including 

warning signs, fences, ladders, ropes, bars, 

rails and other devices, as appropriate, to 

ensure the safety of humans and livestock. 

Warning signs should be replaced when they 

are faded, falling, and/or broken.  Further-

more, there should be at least one sign on each side of the 

fence surrounding the waste storage. These measures en-

sure that signs are highly visible to anyone that may enter 

the area from any direction. The Onondaga County Soil 

and Water Conservation District currently has 12” x 20” 

vinyl warning signs available for $10 each. You can call or 

stop in to our office to pick them up. 

WASTE STORAGE WARNING SIGNS 

 Straw or sawdust bedding if used 

 Cover crops 

 Legume cover crops will fix nitrogen, feeding 

the organisms that feed your crops 

 Cover crops like sorghum-sudangrass pro-

duce abundant biomass 

 Radishes reduce compaction and scavenge 

for deeply buried nutrients 

 Perennial crops 

 Legume-grass hay fixes nitrogen, increases 

retention of organic matter 

 Compost 

Soil organic matter can be maintained through the 

adoption of management strategies: 

 Reduced tillage: zone till, no-till, etc. 

 Crop rotation: increasing years of high residue/

perennial crops will increase organic matter 

 Maintaining optimal pH and soil chemical fertil-

ity (remember to soil test every 3 years!)  

 By implementing these strategies, increasing 

soil organic matter will improve the ability of the 

soil to perform the function of providing a suitable 

habitat for the crops grown, and improve nutrient 

availability to growing crops, increasing overall 

yield and productivity.   

SENECA RIVER PROJECT 

Time to begin preparations for the summer 

Water Chestnut hand pulling project on 

the Seneca River.  Seen here is Dr. Russell 

Nemecek from Onondaga County Health 

Department (Division of Environmental 

Health) analyzing a bottom sample from 

the river for Water Chestnut “nutlets”. 



 

 The hydro-seeding 

team has purchased brand 

new road signs for hazard-

ous conditions on the road 

to provide safety for fellow 

drivers and the seeders. 

They are very bright and 

easy to put together for 

quick access and will shine 

in all weather conditions 

to protect the seeding 

team. 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

By Nick Bobbett 

District Conservation Technician 

District staff traveled to Albany to 

join other Districts for Legislative 

Days.  They met with elected offi-

cials to give an update on the Dis-

trict’s activities this past year.  Here, Eric Jensen and Eric 

Renfer met with NYS Assembly members William Mag-

narelli, and Pamela Hunter. 

Every year, the District sends staff and Board members to 

Albany to introduce themselves and to discuss current con-

servation topics or concerns. 

A VISIT TO ALBANY 
Legislative Days at the Capitol 

GOODBYE & GOOD LUCK 

 Wishing Jeremiah Eaton and John Adams 

the very best in their new endeavors. 

 Jeremiah came to work at the District in the 

spring of 2005 as a seasonal aide; he returned 

the following year to grow the critical area seed-

ing program, conduct stormwater site inspec-

tions, and prepare Agricultural Assessment 

worksheets. 

 John was hired last spring as District Con-

servation Technician for the Skaneateles Lake 

Watershed Program  John worked with imple-

menting Whole Farm Plans on participating 

farms. 

NEW ROAD SIGNS 

From All of Us 

Here’s a group photo from the 2017 Wa-

ter Quality Symposium in Syracuse.  

Scott Potter and his wife (far right) of 

Dairy Support Services Company were 

presented with a “Partner Appreciation” 

award.  They were recognized for all 

their efforts in getting water to dairy 

farms during the summer drought of 

2016. 

ONEIDA LAKE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING   

Past President Scott Shupe visits the District’s display at the an-

nual meeting on May 3rd.  The display was brought in to help ex-

plain to residents why so many Ash trees were cut in Oneida 

Shores County Park and what the restoration plan will consist of. 

SPECIAL AWARD 



 

By Eva Sztechmiler, Resource Conservation Specialist 

SPOTLIGHT ON ONEIDA SHORES COUNTY PARK 

 Work is continuing on the County’s Ash Tree 

Management Project and this past winter, Oneida 

Shores County Park has been drawing a lot of at-

tention, and for good reasons.  The park is located 

in a part of the County that is characterized by 

relatively flat, low-lying areas and many swamps 

and wetlands – all of which are favored by ash.  

Across the County, ash trees make up about 11% 

of the canopy, but in the northern part of the 

County and at Oneida Shores Park, some areas 

are likely closer to 70-80%.  Working towards the 

County’s goal of removing 95% of ash trees that 

could impact a target such as park infrastructure 

or park visitors has unsurprisingly yielded dra-

matic results with what can be described as selec-

tive clear cutting.  The sheer volume of trees need-

ing to be removed, coupled with a mild and wet 

winter has made the disturbance to the park 

much more visible.  It is worth noting that 

even though these trees are still alive, Emer-

ald Ash Borer has been found in this park 

and trees that were removed did show signs 

of infestation. Removing these trees now, as 

opposed to after they have died because of 

the beetle, is much safer for contractors, 

park users, and park employees and is also 

less expensive. 

 Over 1,700 ash trees will have been removed 

from Oneida Shores County Park in the winter 

and spring of 2017, however, work in this park is 

still far from complete.  The 1,700 trees that will 

have been removed so far, were all in one half of 

the park, which is where the boat launch, beach, 

and picnic/playground areas are all located.  The 

other half of the park, where Arrowhead Lodge 

and the McKinley shelters are located, is awaiting 

a similar fate.  There are an additional 2,100 ash 

trees on the other side of the park that will need 

to be removed due to their proximity to vulnerable 

targets such as people or infrastructure.  The Dis-

trict has recognized that a portion of these trees 

are of saw-log quality and will be bidding part of 

the park as a logging cut, which will be the first 

time this has been done with the Ash Tree Man-

agement project.  The purpose and goal of this log-

ging cut is to capture the higher value of the 

County’s resource. 

 While removing ash trees is the largest compo-

nent of this project, the District has also worked 

to preserve and replace a number of the trees.  

Over 50 trees were treated with pesticides at 

Oneida Shores Park and will continue to be pre-

served until EAB is no longer a threat to the envi-

ronment.  Trees selected for preservation typically 

meet the criteria of being of high function and val-

ue, such as shade trees for picnic areas.  On April 

22, 2017, the District partnered with the County, 

the Park, Onondaga Earth Corps, and the US For-

est Service to host a community volunteer Earth 

Day tree planting event.  Fifteen non-ash trees 

were planted with about 30 community volunteers.  

The District is continuing to work with Onondaga 

Earth Corps to plant about 400, non-ash seedlings 

throughout the wooded areas of the park in an at-

tempt to jump start reforestation in areas where 

ash has not been cut, but is still anticipated to be 

lost to EAB.  An additional 269 non-ash, 1.5-2.5” 

caliper trees will be planted in the park this year 

with funding in part from the US Forest Service. 

Signs like the one pictured here are now posted at Onei-

da Shores Park and will be posted at County Parks as 

work on the County’s Ash Tree Management Project con-

tinues. 



 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to sustain 

and enrich their quality of life.” 

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY  

About 30 volunteers helped to plant 15 trees along a 

section of Oneida Shores County Park on April 22nd. 

 Almost 5,000 

trees and shrubs 

were sold to resi-

dents across the 

county.  Rebecca 

Bray, District 

C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Technician is seen 

here preparing to 

“gel” the roots for 

packaging. Thank 

you to everyone who purchased trees from us.  The 

annual spring sale has been a successful outreach pro-

gram since 1976!  That’s a lotta trees!! 

THANK YOU 

 My name is Meghan Kuchma.  I am a summer intern for the next 6 

months. I will be graduating from Morrisville State College in the Renewa-

ble Resources Technologies Bachelors program, with many studies in GIS, 

Dendrology, North American Waterfowl, Wildlife and Aquatic Ecology, and 

Natural Resource Planning and Management to name a few. While in Mor-

risville I am a Conservation Tri Society Club member, which helped me to 

get memberships to the American Fisheries Society and the Wildlife Socie-

ty. This semester I have discovered a love of waterfowl that matches my 

love of wildlife. 

 For my personal time I enjoy hunting, hiking, kayaking, fishing, and 

photography. I also volunteer at Montezuma Wildlife Management Area. I 

have a husband of 8 years who is my whole world as are my fur-children, 

two dogs and a few cats.  

  I am excited to be working for the District this summer and fall.  I look 

forward to new experiences and getting to know everyone here. 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL & WATER  
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
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From All of Us 
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 SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director and Program Manager 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a viable agricul-

tural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to improve and maintain a high 

standard of water quality. 

Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that upholds the 

high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

“IF YOU EAT, THANK A FARMER!” 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director and Program Manager 

 On Thursday, April 20, fifteen people gathered at Twin Birch Farm in Skaneateles NY to learn why 

and how the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program (SLWAP) was formed back in 1994. The 

main goal of the meeting was to educate the sons and daughters of the cooperating farmers in the water-

shed, i.e. the “Next Generation”, about what went into getting the SLWAP off the ground between 1992 

and 1994. The Next Generation also learned why it is still important today to keep the program going to 

maintain the filtration avoidance waiver for the City of Syracuse. 

  

Attendees were reminded that participation in the program is still voluntary and they were shown mul-

tiple examples of what can be accomplished when we all work together towards a common goal of water 

quality. It is exciting that some farms that have never had representation on the Watershed Agricultural 

Program Review Committee (WAPRC) may have employees in leadership roles on the WAPRC in the 

future! 

Focusing on “The Next Generation” 

 In March of 2017 District and SLWAP staff authored 7 grant applica-

tions to the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets. The funding, 

through the Agricultural Nonpoint Source Abatement and Control Pro-

gram, supports projects that allow farmers to address water quality chal-

lenges in priority watersheds. Together, these projects will work to prevent 

water pollution, reduce erosion and limit the amount of harmful sediments 

and other deposits in New York’s waterways.  

 

 If all the grant applications submitted by the District/SLWAP are funded, a total of 19 farms will im-

plement 98 conservation Best Management Practices on their land. Staff should hear this summer if the 

grants are funded.  

 

 THANK YOU to the farmers for voluntarily participating in these applications with an average 38% 

cost share, OCWA, City of Syracuse/SLWAP, and the Onondaga County Agricultural Council for provid-

ing match funding and/or cost share for technical assistance on these applications! 

EPF Round 23 GRANT APPLICATIONS 



 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conservation Dis-

tricts and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. Principal funding provid-

ed by the City of Syracuse. 
Paper is recyclable 

IN CASE OF AN AG SPILL  

EMERGENCY, PLEASE 

CALL MARK BURGER 

315-415-5057 

AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  

 

Watershed Agricultural Program 

Review Committee  (WAPRC) 
 
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 
Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 
Jim Greenfield, Onondaga Co. 
Ed Tidd, Onondaga Co.  
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 
David Perry, Cortland Co. 
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member 

 

Staff 
 
Mark Burger, Program Manager 
Vacant, District Conservation Technician 

Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Mgmt Planner 

 

Phone:  315-457-0325 

Fax:    315-457-0410 

E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 

Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation specialist 

The ag equipment rental program continues to make no-till 

technology available to farms in the watershed and around 

Onondaga County again this spring.  Last year, the 6-row 

conservation planter was used on 5 farms for about 199 

acres. The 10 foot no-till drill worked on 19 farms for over 

419 acres.  These units are available to rent:  

 no-till drill at $11/acre 

 conservation planter at $13/acre 

The equipment is rented out on a first come/first served basis 

to qualified farmers with insurance and a 80 hp tractor. 

SIX-ROW PLANTER 

For more information on ag equipment 

rental, contact the SLWAP at (315) 457-

0325.  The office is located at 6680 Onon-

daga Lake Parkway, Liverpool. 

 

NO-TILL DRILL 
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