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Looking back: In the Fall of 1998, at a special 
luncheon, the Onondaga County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District recognized for the first time an Out-

standing Industry Cooperator.  
The award went to Covanta, formerly Ogden Martin Systems of Onondaga; that 
day, Covanta committed $25,000 sponsorship (over 5 years) to the CNY Regional 
Envirothon. 
 Every year since, Covanta has continued to support the local Envirothon. 
Here, Covanta Business Manager Kathy Carroll (forefront left), joined by her 
staff, presents the 2016 sponsorship “$5,000 check” to the committee.  Thank you, 
from all of us! 

“Promoting excellence in the wise use of  our urban/suburban  natural resources.” 

 Skaneateles High School team “OG’s of 
Species” came in at Second place at the 
New York State Envirothon May 25th and 
26th at Hobart & William Smith College in 
Geneva, NY. The OG’s won First place at 
the Central New York Regional Enviro-
thon.  The local competition drew 32 
teams from Onondaga, Cayuga, Chenango 
and Madison county high schools to beauti-
ful Beaver Lake Nature Center on April 
20th. 

“OG’s of Species” proudly display their trophy after winning 
1st place at the 2016 CNY Regional Envirothon.  The team, 
wearing red bandanas are (l-r): Dominic Grasso, Elyse Du-
bois, Evan Bille, Juliana Prendergast, and Vincent Viego. 
Covanta volunteers stand with the team. 

 Teams travel to Forestry test station. 

Kathy Carroll, Covanta’s Business Manager, con-
gratulates the winners and thanks all the students 
and advisors for participating. 

Students gather for the award ceremony. 
 

Photos courtesy of Roland Ivers, Volunteer Onondaga 
County, and Rob DeClue, Chenango County 



 

The Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District prohib-
its discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, politi-
cal beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. 

DISTRICT UPDATES 

 The Hourigan Family Dairy Farm in Onondaga 
County recently purchased a Jamesway Max X Trac 
8,500 gallon manure tanker with a Jamesway two-
point manure injection tool on the rear. This tanker 
has a heavier sub frame to withstand the stress put 
onto the tanker with the addition of the incorporation 
tool. They pull this tanker/injection tool with a 375hp, 
eight-wheel, four-wheel drive tractor. The working 
width of the tool is 20 feet wide. The tool injects ma-
nure on 30” row spacings. From our observations, this 
tool works amazingly well! One estimate from one of 
our District BOD members was that the incorporation 
of manure into the soil appeared to have reduced ma-
nure odors in the neighborhood by 85-90%. We are 
very impressed with what we saw and commend the 
Hourigan farm for making such an investment in the 
future of their farm, their neighbors, and the commu-
nity members that consume the food that they pro-
duce.  

INJECTION OF DAIRY MANURE & NEIGHBOR RELATIONS 

Manure injecting tool at Hourigan Family Farm. 

In the field - loading dairy manure from one 
tanker to another. 

By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 Throughout this past fall, winter, and well into the 
spring of 2016, the District has been working to cut and 
remove about 1,500 ash trees from County property.  
At this point in time, 325 ash trees have been cut and 
removed from County Highway Right-of-Ways in the 
Town of DeWitt and another 860 ash trees were cut 
and removed from County Highway Right-of-Ways, a Pump 
Station, and a Waste Water Treatment Plant in the Town of 
Manlius.  In Onondaga Lake Park, 119 trees have already been 
cut and another 100-200 will be cut before summer begins.  
These areas were prioritized based on where the known EAB 
infestation is in Onondaga County. 
 The District is planning to cut about 5,400 trees through-
out the fall, winter, and early spring of 2016-2017.  This sum-
mer, trees will be painted with orange ID numbers and marked 
with orange flagging tape in the Towns of Cicero, Clay, Salina, 
and at Onondaga Lake Park, and Oneida Shores County 
Parks. 

ASH TREE UPDATE 
By Eva Sztechmiler, Conservation District Technician 



 

By Karl Czymmek and Peter Wright, PRO-DAIRY Program Cornell University 

MANURE STORAGE 
WHY DO DAIRY FARMS BUILD SATELLITE MANURE STORAGE STRUCTURES? 

 Manure storage is an important environmental protection practice and more dairy farms across NYS 
are installing or adding to their storage capacity.  Manure storage allows for improved application tim-
ing so that nutrients can be better recycled for crop use.  Farms that are regulated or that receive state 
or federal cost sharing must design and build manure storage in accordance with strict USDA-NRCS 
standards.  New regulatory requirements are bringing additional limitations that affect when manure 
may be applied making adequate manure storage capacity a necessity, and this will also drive an in-
crease in construction of manure storages.  Many farms have built manure storage structures near the 
barns where the animals are housed for ease in loading. Manure needs to be applied at an agronomic 
rate to crop land, according to crop need, and this means manure must be transported to most fields op-
erated by the dairy, some near, some far.  Further, traditional bedding sources like straw or sawdust 
have become very expensive or difficult to find, so many farms provide mattresses or have turned to bed-
ding with sand or recycled manure solids for cows in freestall housing.  This results in manure with a 
liquid consistency, and often containing 90-95% water.  This watery material is bulky and presents chal-
lenges to move around at the optimum spreading time to land that grows crops for the cows.  For these 
reasons, it often does not make sense to enlarge or add a second manure storage structure at the home 
location, but to create storage near other blocks of land where manure will be land applied anyway.  
These structures are referred to as satellite storage.  A satellite storage allows farms to pump or 
transport manure during less busy times and in ways that reduce traffic intensity and odor prevalence.  
This is a benefit for the environment, neighbors, and the farm.   This system also allows farms to focus 
on manure application when the land is ready, as the time-consuming aspect of hauling was taken care 
of before the growing season starts.  This means more timely manure application and also better results 
for the farm and the environment, because risks of nutrient loss are lower when timing is better. 

TECHNICAL 
LARGE ANIMAL 
EMERGENCY 
RESCUE TM 

 

AWARENESS LEVEL 
 

Friday, June 17, 8 AM to 6 PM 
 
Hosted at: New York State Fairgrounds, 581 State Fair 
Blvd, Syracuse, NY 13209 

 
To register, please go to our website, click on the 
link to fill out the form and mail in.  
 
Cost:  $50.00 (non-refundable) 
Lunch: $10.00 

THE DISTRICT IS LOOKING 
FOR AN OLD CATTLE TRAILER 
TO USE FOR LARGE ANIMAL 
RESCUE TRAINING CLASSES. 
 
IF ANYONE WANTS TO DONATE 
THEIRS FOR THIS PURPOSE, 
PLEASE CALL MARK BURGER, 
315-457-0325.  WE’RE GLAD TO 
TAKE IT OFF YOUR HANDS! 

WANTED 



 NEW GRANT SUPPORTS TWO PROJECTS 

 A new Climate Resiliency Grant Supports a Dam Project at 
Smith Hollow Pond, and Grazing/Cover Crops at Palladino 
Farms. 
 Onondaga SWCD recently received funding through the 
New York State Climate Resilient Farming Grant Program, 
for two projects. One project includes dam repair at Smith 
Hollow Pond. This project will serve as a 22 acre retention ba-
sin, holding back storm water and reducing sediment loading 
to Otisco Lake, the County water supply. This project will also 
contain up to 150% of the storm water from a 100 year/24 hour 
storm event, reducing sediment loading near the Onondaga 
County Water Authority (OCWA) intakes located approxi-
mately 3.5 miles away. We are grateful for the support OCWA 
has provided toward this project.  

 Additionally, we secured funding for a project at Palladino Farms, of Pompey, which will support 
the implementation of a rotational grazing system and cover crops on the farm. By installing these 
practices, the farm will be improving its soil health by: increasing water holding capacity of its soil, in-
creasing soil organic matter, and soil structure. This will help the farm’s cropland and pasture ground 
to better handle extreme weather events such as increased storm intensity.  
 We’re always looking for new potential projects to plan for grant opportunities as they come out; for 
farm planning assistance feel free to call Aaron Buchta at the District (457-0325). 

By Aaron Buchta, Resource Conservation Specialist 

View of Smith Hollow Pond. 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary 
to sustain and enrich their quality of life.” 

OTHER NEWS 

Look at those roots! - Staff 
packed approximately 4,690 trees 
for its annual tree & shrub sale.  
Despite the mild winter, some 
crops did not meet the quality 
standards of the nursery, and 
were not available. We under-
stand the disappointment of those 
who didn’t get everything on their 
order.  We want to thank all of 
you who supported our sale. Hope 
to see you next year! 

On the Farm - A curious 
Irish Dexter cow investi-
gates a new lamb held by 
District employee Eric 
Renfer at the Double Irish 
Farm in Marcellus. 

Earth Day 2016 - District staff par-
ticipated in Earth Day on Friday 
April 22nd.  We filled up one truck 
with litter, debris, tires, etc. that had 
been scattered around the office 
property since our Earth Day clean-
up last year. We are noticing less and 
less litter here from one year to the 
next.   
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MORE NEWS 

Wishing Alan Masters Good-
bye and Good Luck! 
 Alan worked at the District 
since 2001 as a Resource Con-
servation Specialist developing 
AEM plans for participating 
farms in Onondaga County.  Alan represented the 
District, serving as Vice President of the Northeast 
Association of  Conservation Districts. 

Saying Goodbye 

Roland Ivers re-
ceived the 2016 
Community Ser-
vice Award at 
this year’s Water 
Quality Symposi-
um.  To date Ro-
land has logged in 
2,390 hours of 
volunteer service. 

A graduate of Hartwick College with a BA in Physi-
cal Sciences, Roland spent the last ten years of his 
career working for the NYS DEC in Albany. 

Special Award 

Kathy Carroll, Business Manager at Covanta, pre-
sents the New York State Conservation District Em-
ployees’ Association, Inc. with a check for $500.00 as a 
donation to the association’s scholarship fund. 

IN CASE OF AN AG SPILL  

EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL 
MARK BURGER 

315-415-5057 

A Salt City Signs employee is shown here put-
ting the final touches to the District’s agricul-
tural spill response trailer, applying bright 
white vinyl lettering to the deep blue back-
ground of the trailer.  



 
 

SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

 
 This past year, the Onondaga County Soil & 
Water Conservation District has partnered with 
the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag Program to 
offer a cover crop incentive on over 1,200 acres, 
via a NYS Soil Health mini-grant, to the farmers 
in targeted watersheds.  These included drinking 
water supply watersheds of Skaneateles Lake 
and Otisco Lake which supply water to residents 
and businesses in Onondaga County.  Also 
cropland in the WEP sanitary district was in-
cluded to help reduce polluted runoff into Onon-
daga Lake.  All three of these watershed areas 
are considered high priority to preserve the 
County’s water quality.   
 Not only do cover crops, planted following 
silage corn harvest, help reduce polluted storm 
water runoff from fields by protecting the soil 
from erosion, but they also help increase the soil 
health of the cropland.  Soil health is improved 
as cover crops increase the soil’s organic matter, 
enhance water infiltration and feed the soil mi-
crobes which produce adhesives to build soil ag-
gregates.  As the soil health of cropland im-

 COVER CROP PROGRAMS IN ONONDAGA COUNTY 

WELCOME 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation specialist 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a via-
ble agricultural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to im-
prove and maintain a high standard of water quality. 
Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that 
upholds the high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

 John Adams joins the 
Onondaga County Soil & 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict as District Conserva-
tion Technician for the 
Skaneateles Lake Water-
shed Agricultural Pro-
gram.  John will work 
closely with farm produc-
ers in the watershed to 

help them implement and maintain Best Manage-
ment Practices on their farms to maintain the high 
water quality on Skaneateles Lake.  
 John received an A.A.S. in Forest Technology 
from the SUNY College of Environmental Science & 
Forestry - Ranger School in 1982 and received his 
land surveyor's license in 1994. He is a New York 
State Licensed Land Surveyor with over 30 years of 
experience and is well versed in both the boundary 
and construction aspects of the profession. Also, 
John is 40-hour HAZWOPER trained and has 
worked on various hazardous waste and brownfield 
sites throughout the New England, Atlantic and 
Midwest States. He is an active member of the 
Board of Director's for the Ranger School Alumni 
Association and the Central New York Genealogical 
Society. 

proves, incremental increases in crop yields will fol-
low.  Cover crops are a valuable component of a 
farmers’ soil health stewardship plan, both now and 
for future generations. 
 If you have further questions, please give us a 
call at the Skaneateles Lake Watershed Ag Pro-
gram. Tel: (315) 457-0325 or visit our office location 
at 6680 Onondaga Lake Parkway, Liverpool, NY. 



 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conserva-
tion Districts and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. 
Principal funding provided by the City of Syracuse. 

Paper is recyclable 

The SLWAP’s no-till drill is available for rent to landowners 
in Onondaga County, including the Skaneateles Lake water-
shed. Here are some details: 
 10’ Great Plains No-till drill - rent @ $11/acre 
 $100 delivery & seed calibration fee 
 80 HP tractor required  
 Certificate of Insurance required 
 Plants 7.5” rows; 3 seed boxes; hay seeding, cover crops, 

small grains 
For more information or to reserve the drill, please call Eric 
Jensen at 315-457-0325.  Rental is on a first come/first served 
basis.  Try it out - equipment for great conservation practic-
es! 

NO-TILL DRILL FOR RENT SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  

 
Watershed Agricultural Program 

Review Committee  (WAPRC) 
 
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 
Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 
Jim Greenfield, Onondaga Co. 
Ed Tidd, Onondaga Co.  
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 
David Perry, Cortland Co. 
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member 
 

Staff 
 
Mark Burger, Program Manager 
John Adams, District Conservation Technician 
Eric Jensen, Farm & Nutrient Mgmt Planner 
 
Phone:  315-457-0325 
Fax:    315-457-0410 
E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 
Website:   www.ocswcd.org 

 New York Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
announces June 17, 2016, as the application cutoff date for the 
Climate Change Mitigation Program funded through the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). “I am excited 
about this opportunity for New York’s agricultural community 
to work with NRCS to apply conservation practices that will 
directly reduce the causes of climate change. This program will 
bring almost $1 million to New York to help mitigate climate 
change” said State Conservationist Greg Kist. 
 Some of the practices included in this program are: Com-
bustion System Improvement, Nutrient Management, Farm-
stead Energy Improvement, Cover Crops, and Residue and Till-
age Management.  

 To learn more about the practices offered in 
this program, please visit our website at: http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/ny/
programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcseprd945406 
 If you are interested in applying for an 
NRCS conservation program please visit 
our web site for information on applying at: 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/
n y / p r o g r a m s / f i n a n c i a l / e q i p / ?
cid=nrcs144p2_027058.   
 You may apply by visiting your local 
NRCS field office, which can be located us-
ing the web site: http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/
locator/app?state=NY.  

 
 

NRCS is an equal opportunity  
employer and lender 
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