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HYDROSEEDING SEASON 
By Nick Bobbett, Seasonal Aide 

Hydroseeding season has ended and the seeder has 

been winterized and put away until next season. The pic-

ture is if Town of Clay Park.  Total acres revegetated were 

41 and 9 municipalities used this valuable District ser-

vice.  

 Remember that not every lawn requires fertilizer.  But if you ferti-

lize your lawn, do so  before December 1st and after April 1st.  It’s the 

law. 

 Visit NYS DEC Lawn Fertilizer webpage for more information.  

The law does not apply to agricultural fertilizer or  fertilizer 

for gardens. 

 Lawn fertilizer can have unnecessary phosphorus that runs into 

water bodies.  Excess phosphorus in freshwater lakes and ponds can 

cause algae overgrowth, with serious impacts to the environment and 

public health. 

 Soil analysis and sampling kits are available through the Soil & 

Water Conservation District.  Call (315) 457-0325 for more infor-

mation. 

LAST MINUTE TIPS 
By Doug Fisher, Program Manager 

2018 Tree & Shrub Sale is Here!  Order Form inside page. 

 The Onondaga County Ash Tree Management 

Strategy, which is being implemented by the Dis-

trict on behalf of the County, has made its first 

timber sale.  While planning out another phase of 

ash tree removals at Oneida Shores County Park, 

the District identified a stand of ash in the park 

that held many potential saw logs and was in an 

area of the park that does not see a lot of patron 

traffic.   The District received one bid from To-

maino Logging, at a fair price, and is pleased to 

report that about 140 County ash trees totaling 

about 18,000 Board Feet, have been sold for saw 

logs. Ash logs cut by Tomaino Logging and marked for sale. 

TIMBER SALE  
By Eva Brown, Resource Conservation Specialist 



 
BEHIND THE SCENES - County Emergency Management Department 

Prepared to Provide Potable Water During Blue Green Algae Incident 
By Mark Burger, Executive Director 

 On September 12, 2017, the presence of an 

open water Cyanobacteria bloom occurred on 

Skaneateles Lake. Shortly thereafter, CSLAP 

(Citizens Statewide Lake Assessment Program) 

(http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81576.html) test-

ed the bloom for toxins and confirmed the pres-

ence of a Microsystins outbreak. To date, so much 

has been talked about regarding the science and 

the five “perfect storm” factors that occurred to 

create and support the duration of the bloom and 

outbreak.  

 But, what people have not talked about was 

the plan that was in place should thousands of 

people require potable water immediately. I was 

fascinated by the level of work and effort that was 

going on behind the scenes during this incident 

that not many people knew about, so I inter-

viewed County Emergency Management (E/M) 

Commissioner Dan Wears to be able to share 

more of the details with you. According to Com-

missioner Wears, E/M is always planning for 

these worst case scenarios. This is just one situa-

tion that has tapped into the years of planning 

initiatives by E/M. County E/M tries to build ca-

pability that can be implemented regardless of the 

type of incident. Commissioner Wears reported 

that there has been a Human Needs Task Force 

in the County for many years. His team relies on 

the proven results of this task force because it is 

focused on the basic human needs of food/water/

shelter and how to get these items to affected resi-

dents in mass quantities.  During this incident, 

County E/M staff was actively working with 

County and NYS Health Department Officials. It 

was the State Health Department that had the 

lead role and the County E/M role was to support 

the efforts.  It was also quickly determined that 

this HAB would not affect livestock as no farms 

extract water from the lake for their livestock. 

 Commissioner Wears is quick to point out that 

one of the keys to success goes to the partners 

that E/M works with every day. In this incident, 

Wegman’s and the Food Bank committed 70,000 

bottles of potable water right away! This would be 

enough water to get the process started of keeping 

people hydrated but would not sustain the needs 

of the affected population. To sustain a plan for 

potable water for the affected public, E/M had 1) a 

continued commitment from Wegman’s to provide 

more water and 2) bulk potable water haulers would 

be brought into communities and a point of dispens-

ing distribution system would be set up so that resi-

dents could “bring your own container” to fill up. If 

this incident escalated to a worst case scenario, E/M 

was planning to have 500,000 bottles of water avail-

able just for human consumption (not including oth-

er basic needs like cooking and bathing)! Once up 

and running, Wegman’s could have two tractor trail-

er loads of bottled water available, per day. 

 In the bigger picture, if the event continued for 

an extended duration, the County Health Depart-

ment’s database of the vulnerable population would 

have been queried and door-to-door delivery of water 

would have been provided to this population. This 

population includes: adult care facilities, long-term 

care facilities, and residents who are shut-in and 

cannot get out into the community on their own. It 

is important to note that Village Mayors and Town 

Supervisors were engaged in these discussions with 

County E/M as this was not just a Health Depart-

ment issue.  

 Commissioner Wears was also quick to credit the 

efforts of the City of Syracuse and OCWA. These 

two purveyors of water worked together with E/M 

and the Health Departments should they need to 

connect municipal water systems together to sup-

port the total estimated/impacted population of 

180,000 people. Additionally, County E/M worked 

with the City of Syracuse to determine what com-

munities would be impacted first by the harmful Mi-

crocystins in the water from the Blue Green Algae. 

Now that the event has ended, County E/M has in-

ternally critiqued the response and how the re-

sponse will change should this incident happen 

again in a future year(s). One item to remember is 

to “get E/M involved early to help ensure success 

and best outcomes with the response”. It is always 

better to respond at the highest level required and 

to lower that response level if conditions warrant it 

than to try to ramp up during a time of crisis.  

 County E/M has an excellent team of dedicated 

employees that are highly skilled at providing multi-

agency/multi-jurisdictional support once an event 

exceeds local capabilities. This is where the E/M ex-

pertise is! Commissioner Wears pointed out that “we  

Continued on next page 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/81576.html


 Special thanks to Dan Wears, Commis-

sioner of the Onondaga County Depart-

ment of Emergency Management for his 

contribution to this article. 

 Isaac ElBayadi, age 7, won the rain gauge this summer 

at the Soil & Water Conservation booth at the Great New 

York State Fair.  Hundreds of fairgoers visited the booth and 

took a stab at guessing how many candies were inside the 

rain gauge without going over.   

 Isaac’s guess was the closest at 137; there were 138 can-

dies. 

 Isaac is a 2nd grader at Enders Road Elementary in 

Manlius.  Congratulations Isaac! 

NYS FAIR WINNER 

“It is our vision to live in a society in which future generations will have natural resources necessary to  
sustain and enrich their quality of life.” 

thankfully don’t deal with 

large scale disasters on a regular basis. We build capabili-

ties where gaps exists”. Ultimately, Onondaga County as 

a whole is always working to improve safety and success! 

SNOW & ICE CONTROL WORKSHOP 
By Ron May, Conservation District Technician 

Fifty municipal highway department personnel attend-

ed a Snow & Ice Control Workshop at the NYS Fairgrounds on 

Tuesday, November 21.  Amongst those numbers, 17 trucks 

were calibrated from 10 municipalities around Central New 

York.  The workshop consisted of a “Train-the-trainer” on-site 

spreader calibration by the NYS Department of Transportation 

personnel on all the municipal trucks that were brought in on 

event day.  Following calibrations, DOT personnel gave presen-

tations that further strengthened the argument that calibrat-

ing spreader equipment is very important.  Proper calibration 

of salt spreader trucks results in cost saving opportunities for 

towns and villages through using only the necessary amount of 

salt to make the roads safe for driving.  Also, when a munici-

pality is spreading the correct amount of salt they are minimiz-

ing their environmental impact while assuring the roads are 

safe 

 Financial and technical support for the event was provided 

by: NYS Fairgrounds, NYS Department of Transportation, 

CNY Regional Planning and Development Board, OCWA and 

SLWAP. We would specifically like to thank the following 

groups for bringing trucks in for calibration on event day: Vil-

lage of Baldwinsville, Cayuga County, Town of DeWitt, Village 

of East Syracuse, Town of LaFayette, Village of Manlius, Vil-

lage of North Syracuse, Onondaga County, Town of Van Buren, 

and Town of Palermo. 

Highway truck lines up outside the Cen-

ter of Progress building at the fair-

grounds, one of three calibration stations 

set up by NYS Department of Transpor-

tation . 

continued from page 2.      



 

Photo by Meghan Kuchma: 

While on one of mine and 

Teresa Links supply runs I 

came across a caterpillar 

that I did not recognize and 

thought beautiful. 

Photographer unknown: Securing the downstream side 

of the culvert pipes. 

 Friday October 20 was a challenging day packed 

with its own rewards. Many people came together to 

install four 12-inch plastic culvert pipes through a 

beaver dam on Heron Marsh in the Town of Cicero, 

NY. The goal was to lower the water levels that 

were causing flooding and damage on private prop-

erty, while also protecting the beaver and their hab-

itat. It was a warm fall day with a sighting of a bald 

eagle who was accompanied by a Cooper’s hawk. 

 This dam was approximately 2-3 feet high and 

less than 20 feet long. There was a little issue sub-

merging the upstream end of the pipes, but it was 

eventually sunk. A suggestion given by a volunteer 

was, instead of installing four 20-foot-long, 12-inch 

pipes (2 side by side), use two 20-foot-long, 12-inch 

pipes side by side. The upstream 10-foot section 

should be perforated. By cutting the materials in 

half on smaller dams, the costs for these projects 

would also be reduced accordingly. This would also 

likely cut the installation time in half. 

  A special thank you to the four entities that 

came together to remediate an issue of a beaver 

dam on Land Trust property at Heron Marsh Pre-

serve in Cicero, NY. Many thanks to volunteers 

from the Land Trust, ESF students, Chris Woznica 

the Highway Department Superintendent, Mark 

Venesky the Town of Cicero Supervisor, and the 

Onondaga County Soil Water Conservation District 

staff for preparing the dam for the construction of 

the drainage, supplying the necessary tools and 

supplies, and in participating in the installation of 

the culvert pipes into the beaver dam.  

 To learn more about installing drainage tubes 

into a beaver dam, please visit: http://

naturalhighs.net/waterfalls/falls07/

BeaverDamDrain.htm/  

DRAINING A BEAVER DAM By Meghan G. Kuchma, Intern SUNY Morrisville 

Photo shared on Google Drive: The workers. 

Photographer unknown: Upstream view of the 

drainage system. 

http://naturalhighs.net/waterfalls/falls07/BeaverDamDrain.htm/
http://naturalhighs.net/waterfalls/falls07/BeaverDamDrain.htm/
http://naturalhighs.net/waterfalls/falls07/BeaverDamDrain.htm/
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LIST OF LOCAL ENGINEERING FIRMS AVAILABLE FOR SURVEY,  DESIGN 

SUPPLY AND AS-BUILT DOCUMENTATION FOR MANURE STORAGES 

IN CASE OF AN AG SPILL  

EMERGENCY, PLEASE CALL 

MARK BURGER 

315-415-5057 

ONONDAGA COUNTY SOIL & WATER  

CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Board of Directors 
 

 F. Spencer Givens III, Chair, At-Large  
 Craig Dennis, Vice-Chair, Practical Farm 

 John Lemondes, Farm Bureau  
 Wayne Norris, Treasurer, Grange  
 David Coburn, At-Large non-ag  
 David Knapp, County Legislator  
 Derek Shepard, Jr., County Legislator   

By Nick Bobbett, Seasonal Aide 

Company Name  Contact Name   Address  City  State Zip Telephone  

A.Weiss Engineering, PLLC Aaron Weiss  3179 South Hill Rd McGraw NY 13101 607-749-0991 

Ag Engineering Services Dana Chapman 7723 Weedsport Sennett Rd Auburn NY 13021 315-729-4914 

Barton & Loguidice John A Benson  443 Electronics Pkwy Liverpool  NY 13088 315-457-5200 

C & S Companies Sam Stamps 499 Col Eileen Collins Blvd Syracuse  NY 13212 315-455-2000 

Jess Engineering  Jessica Skinner  2121 County Line Rd  Alpine NY 14805 607-503-3644 

Lancaster Poured Walls, Inc. John Speicher 2542 Horseshoe Rd. Lancaster PA 17601 717-656-7370 

O'Brien & Gere Kevin Bryant  7600 Morgan Rd  Liverpool  NY 13090 315-637-2234 

Penn Jersey  Drew Possessky PO Box 7 New Holland PA 17557 717-354-4051 

Plumley Engineering PC Dale R Vollmer 8232 Loop Rd  Baldwinsville  NY 13027 315-638-5587 

Precise Concrete Walls, Inc. Roy Sensenig  525 Hollander Rd  New Holland PA 17557 717-355-0726 

* Please call us (315) 457-0325, if you’d like your company added to this list. 



 SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM 

Our vision - The Skaneateles Lake watershed will be an environmentally sound region, where a via-
ble agricultural industry and others benefiting from the lake work together harmoniously to im-
prove and maintain a high standard of water quality. 
Our mission - To  carry out a cost-effective, innovative program for the farming community that 
upholds the high drinking water quality standards of Skaneateles Lake. 

By Kim Clark, Conservation District Technician 

     As land development is bringing residential de-

velopment into agricultural areas many residents 

may have misconceptions about farms and their 

practices.  Recent events such as the blue green 

algae have also sparked questions about farming 

and the agricultural community.  Many residents 

are concerned about environmental quality and 

possible adverse effects that farming may have on 

the water they drink and use for recreational pur-

poses.  Building a trusting relationship with your 

neighbors and educating the community about 

farms and their practices will help to keep peaceful 

coexistence with farmers and the non-farming com-

munity. 

     Complaints about odors, noise and certain agri-

cultural practices such as pesticide, fertilizer and 

manure applications arise and may be mitigated by 

education as to why these activities are necessary 

and how farms operate.  This will help to lead to a 

more informed public and help to prevent conflicts.  

We have several exemplary farmers now, but need 

many more to get involved as well. 

     Mike McMahon of E-Z Acres exemplifies com-

munity involvement and agricultural education.  

Mike sits on many boards including Chair of the 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Pro-

gram, Chair of Cortland County Business develop-

ment and the Cortland County Industrial Develop-

ment Agency.  E-Z Acres also hosts several commu-

nity events including the annual Farm Field Day 

for Cortland 5th graders, annual law officers appre-

ciation picnic and tours for community groups.  

They work closely with Cornell University and host 

Cornell farm management classes.  In addition to 

community involvement and education the farm 

backs their practices with statistics.  They collect 

water samples and test six private wells and 2 

streams quarterly for water quality near cropland 

where manure is applied.   

    Craig Richards of Elmer Richards and Sons em-

braces community ties as well.  The Richards co-

sponsored a day for the Milfoil eradication project 

and are members of the Skaneateles Lake Associ-

ation.  Craig recently joined the board for the 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Pro-

gram.  Welcome!  Craig and Mike recently met 

with our U.S. senator Kirsten Gillibrand to dis-

cuss pertinent issues related to agriculture.. 

     Another farmer that gets involved is Brad 

Cates of Co-Vale Farms in Otisco.  Brad is a mem-

ber of many local groups including Preble Milk Co-

op, Farm Bureau and the Holstein Club.  He pro-

vides a dumpster site for the Otisco Lake Preser-

vation Associations Spring cleanup.  Brad keeps 

up neighbor relations by hosting a  4th of July pic-

nic, complete with dinner and fireworks. This al-

lows neighbors to see and understand how the 

farm operates as well as enjoy a day on the farm 

with other local residents.  Co-Vale offers open 

farm tours for local schools, groups and communi-

ty members. 

     These are just a few examples of farmers help-

ing to promote agriculture and keeping the public 

informed.  We thank you for your efforts- we all 

know that time is a scarce commodity for a 

farmer!  As Agriculture changes and events such 

as the blue green algae occur, we need to educate 

the public about our agricultural community.  Few 

people have direct experience with agriculture an-

ymore and have little knowledge of farming and 

its practices.   

 So let’s all do our part and GET INVOLVED!  

Join a community group, sponsor a little league 

team or a lake cleanup day.  Welcome residents to 

your farm so that they can learn more about agri-

culture and experience the beautiful farms that 

we have here around Skaneateles Lake and the 

county.   

GET INVOLVED!  
Community Involvement- Good Neighbor Relations 



 

The Skaneateles Lake Watershed Agricultural Program is a cooperative effort between the Soil & Water Conservation Districts 

and Cornell Cooperative Extension Associations of Onondaga, Cortland and Cayuga Counties, the USDA Natural Resources  

Conservation Service, the City of Syracuse, and Skaneateles Lake watershed farmers. Principal funding 

provided by the City of Syracuse. 
Paper is recyclable 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

By Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 The Ag equipment rental 

program has made no-till 

technology available to farms 

in the watershed and around 

Onondaga County for the past 

9 seasons because of exclusive 

financial support from the 

City of Syracuse.  In order to 

upgrade our equipment, it was 

decided to sell both the 6-row John Deere 1750 conservation 

planter and the 10-foot Great Plains 1006 no-till drill.  A 

new 12-foot no-till drill was purchased with the sales pro-

ceeds.  This NEW Esch 5512 no-till drill is available @ $11/

acre on a first come/first served basis to qualified farmers 

with a minimum 100hp tractor with 2 pairs of hydraulic 

connections.  A certificate of insurance is required.  A deliv-

ery/set up fee of $100 (which includes a seed rate calibra-

tion) will be charged. 

 The no-till drill works great for hay/pasture seedings, 

soybeans, winter grains, and planting of cover crops!  For 

more information call us at (315) 457-0325. 

AG EQUIPMENT RENTAL UPDATE 

 As most of us are aware, Skaneateles Lake (and many other lakes) had a large harmful algal bloom 

(HAB) in mid-September.  This HAB was directly related to warm water temperature above 70F, no 

wind for a stable water column, lots of direct sunlight, and enough nutrients in the lake to feed the cya-

nobacteria.   

 The unusually heavy rain storms in July produced large amounts of soil and nutrient laden runoff 

all around the lake watershed.  No one can control the weather, but we as a community can exercise due 

diligence to reduce the nutrients that are released into the environment. It will take all stakeholders 

doing their part to make a long term and significant impact.   

  No one individual alone can shoulder all the responsibility for a beautiful lake, but we, as a com-

munity, all can do our part.  Just remember, ‘water’ runs downhill.   For more information, contact the 

SLWAP & Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District office at (315) 457-0325. 

SKANEATELES LAKE WATERSHED 
AGRICULTURAL PROGRAM  

 

Watershed Agricultural Program 

Review Committee  (WAPRC) 
 
Mike McMahon, Chair, Cortland Co. 
Steve Nemec, Vice Chair, Cayuga Co. 
Craig Richards, Onondaga Co. 
Ed Tidd, Onondaga Co.  
Eric Brayman, Onondaga Co. 
David Perry, Cortland Co. 
Gaelen Head, Cayuga Co. 
Rich Abbott, City of Syracuse 
Dale Kehoe, Counsel member 
 

Staff 
 

Mark Burger, Program Manager 
Kim Clark, District Conservation Technician 
Eric Jensen, Resource Conservation Specialist 

 

Phone:  315-457-0325 

Fax:    315-457-0410 

E-mail: slwap@ocswcd.org 

Website:   www.ocswcd.org 
EXTRA COMMUNITY EFFORT IS ESSENTIAL 

 Farmers can reduce fall plowing, install more and wider buffers along water courses and road ditches 

where needed.  If animal manure is applied to cropland at agronomic rates, timely incorporation into the 

soil will help reduce runoff risk.  If a road becomes covered with mud clods from farm equipment tires, 

please clean the road surface off ASAP to allow safe vehicle passage and to prevent this soil from washing 

off into nearby waterways. 

 The landowners can reduce phosphorus usage in lawn fertilizer used on their property.  They can al-

so monitor their septic systems more closely to avoid any releases.  Rain gardens can also be useful in 

the landscape.  Municipalities can also reduce fertilizer usage. Highway departments can reseed exposed 

road ditches as soon as possible after maintenance.   
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