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CENTRAL NEW YORK REGIONAL ENVIROTHON 

The 2016 CNY Regional Envirothon swung with full force 
on April 20, 2016 at Beaver Lake Nature Center in Bald-
winsville.  Thirty teams from seventeen school districts 
participated in the 2016 event.  The participants of the 
CNY Regional Envirothon are hardworking students and 
our volunteers comment each year on how the stu-
dents’ oral presentations keep getting better each year.  
Congratulations to each team for your participation and 
for your efforts!   

The overall winner for the 2016 event hailed, yet again, 
from Skaneateles, “The OG’s of Species” with a total of 
514.5 points.  It is also worth noting that this team took 
2nd place at the State Envirothon!  You’ll beat them 
next year!   The OG’s of Species had the high score in 
Current Environmental issues, Aquatics, and Wildlife.  
The high scorer in the soils category went to 
Chittenango and  the Skanteales team “Over-Elming” 
had the highest oral presentation score.   Our first place 
teams from Cayuga (Weedsport HS), Madison 
(Chittenango HS) and Chenango Counties (Bainbridge-
Guilford HS) also participated at the State Envirothon.  
All of our Envirothon teams did a fine job at the State 
competition! We hope the event continues to provide a 
unique experience for all the students!      
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Save the Date!  The 2017 Central New York Regional Envirothon 

will be held on  April 26, 2017 at the Beaver Lake Nature Center 

in Baldwinsville, New York.  Bring your camera, bring your 

boots, it’s time to hike! 

Beaver Lake 
is such a 
wonderful 
place for this 
event.  The 
Center’s 200 
acre glacial 
lake is sur-
rounded by 
nine miles of 
walking trails and gives the Envirothon amazing choices 
for station locations, beautiful scenic areas for students 
and advisors to enjoy, and a great place to eat lunch.  If 
you are in the area, you should definitely stop by the 
Center’s large interpretation center or participate in one 
of the  400 nature programs that are offered each year.  
The staff at Beaver Lake work very hard to provide pro-
gramming that serves the interests of all.   From guided 
bird walks, evening paddles to yoga, there is truly some-
thing for everyone!   We highly recommend checking out 
their website or liking their facebook page for updates!  
www.onondagacountyparks.com/parks/beaver-lake-
nature-center. 

Left:  Autumn colors at Beaver Lake.  Below: Bainbridge Guilford 

HS winning teams, “Ruthless Ruthenium.”  Bottom of page: 

Skaneateles’ winning team,  “The OG’s of Species.” 
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The CNY Regional Envirothon Committee is always looking for relia-

ble and committed volunteers to help us out the day of the event.  

Do you know someone who would enjoy spending the time out-

doors to help us organize and put the event on?  We have well definated job descrip-

tions available to assist any prospective volunteer in knowing exactly what they are 

getting into.  If you know someone, please direct them to any of the names on the back 

of this newsletter.   The day of the event begins around 8:30 and we’ll have everything 

cleaned up by 4:00.  We look forward to hearing from you and thanks!  

If you are new to Environmental Education or per-

haps a veteran looking for new and exciting ways to 

teach, there are some really fun workshops that you 

should know about.  The Department of Environ-

mental Conservation (DEC) offers several programs 

to help both educators from kindergarten to 12th 

grade teach environmental education.   

Project WILD—This award winning program is de-

signed for teachers and youth 

leaders to teach children in learn-

ing about wildlife and their needs.  

The program also focuses on de-

veloping problem solving skills and 

helps students foster responsible 

decision making skills toward wild-

life and their environment.   

Aquatic WILD— This workshop 

focuses on aquatic species and 

ecosystems.   

Both workshops are offered in 

three to six hour sessions. 

 

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) -   This program 

is a collection of water-related activities that are hands-on 

and fun for students from kindergarten to 12th grade.  The 

program is adapted for teachers and informal educators to 

teach water’s physical properties, water quality and how it is 

impacted, and the relationships between humans and water.  

This program was updated in 2012 to correlate to the Com-

mon Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards and 

STEM Educational Coalition objectives. 

     There are several other programs avail       

 able to educators and more infor

 mation can be found at :    

 www.dec.ny./education/1902.html. 

For more information on Project Wild, 

Project Aquatic Wild and Project Wet 

contact:  Besty Ukeritis, NYSDEC, Envi-

ronmental Education.  A workshop can 

be set up if 10 more people are interest-

ed in the area/BOCES/school.   

Phone:  315.426.0768 

Email: betsy.ukeritis@dec.ny.gov 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS….. 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/1902.html


The 2017 North American Envirothon is scheduled to be held at Mount Saint Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Mary-

land.  Given that, a hot topic in the states surround the Chesapeake Bay is the effort on many agricultural producers to 

implement best management practices on their farms to reduce nutrient “pollution” and sediment deposition within 

the Bay.  This “hot topic” spreads like wildfire because many farmers within the Chesapeake Bay watershed in New 

York State are doing the very same.  For decades, the Soil and Water Conservation Districts have been assisting the ag-

ricultural community in installing these best management practices in the hopes of restoring water quality.  Below are 

some key topics that students can begin to research while learning about the process of agricultural conservation stew-

ardship: 

 United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the 2014 Farm Bill 

 Federal Agencies Involved 

 Programs; Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Conservation Reserve Program 

 Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMPs) 

 Role of soil type, topography, distance to waterbody 

 Best Management Practices (BMPs) 

 Farmstead  Waste Best Management Practices 

 Cropland Best Management Practices 

 Maintaining Soil Health, why important and ways to improve soil quality 

 Erosion Control Practices 

  Social and Economic Benefits/Costs to maintaining good water quality on the farm 

     Effects of BMP implementation on wildlife, aquatic systems, and forestry 

 
 

STEP 1:  April 26, 2017 at Beaver Lake Nature Center 

Compete and Win 1st Place for your County at the CNY Regional Envirothon 

  Prize:  $100.00 Cash/TEAM, $100.00 college scholarship/individual 

STEP 2:  MAY 25 & 26, 2017  at Hobart William Smith College in Geneva, New York 

Compete against teams who represent each of the 58 Counties and win at The New York State Envirothon 

Prize:  First place winner $500 college scholarship (funding dependent) 

  STEP 3:  July 23-July 29 Mount Saint Mary’s University in Emmitsburg, Maryland 

Compete against teams from 50 states and 7 Canadian Provinces and win at the North American Envirothon:   

Prize: $3,000 Cash/ Individual 



The CNY Regional Envirothon is organized by the Soil and Water Conservation Districts of  Cayuga, Che-

nango, Madison and Onondaga Counties.  If you have questions or concerns about the program, please 

direct them to one of the following CNY Regional Envirothon Committee Members. 

In order to make sure that all teams are playing un-

der the same rules, we thought it would be benefi-

cial to review some of the Envirothon rules.  The 

complete official rules to the Envirothon can be 

found in the  Informational Packet on page 3 and 4.    

 A CNY Regional Envirothon team consists of at 

least 3 students with no more the 5 students.  

All of the students that encompass a team  will 

register at the front desk before the event be-

gins. 

 Only students currently in grades 9-12 may par-

ticipate in the event. 

 All students from any one team must be from 

the same school district or BOCES unit.  One 

county cannot form an “all-star” team from 

different districts. 

 A team may bring an alternate student who will 

be allowed to watch the event but may not par-

ticipate.  This alternate shall be registered as an 

alternate and cannot provide answers to the 
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other students at any of the stations. 

 One advisor must travel with the team to each 

station.  If you have two teams registered, the 

school must bring two adults.  We are not re-

sponsible for student discipline . 

 Each station will represent 1/6 of the total score.  

The oral presentation, although scored out of 

200, will be halved.  Each station holds equal 

weight towards the overall score. 

 The use of phones or other internet capable de-

vises during the test is strictly prohibited and will 

result in an immediate disqualification.   

  The committee will consider any suggestions 

made regarding the event at a regular scheduled 

meeting.  Changes to the rules will be at a con-

sensus of the committee.   

 Rules may be different at the State Envirothon 

event.  You may find a complete listing of rules at 

their website:  www.nysenvirothon.net  

Cayuga County Soil & Water Conservation District: 
 7413 County House Road 

 Auburn, NY 13021 

 Phone: (315) 252-4171 

 Contact: Valerie Horning

 (vhorning@cayugaswcd.org) 

 

Chenango County Soil & Water Conservation District: 
 99 N. Broad Street 

 Norwich, NY 13815 

 Phone: (607) 334-8634 Ext. 5 

 Contact: Jennifer Kelly (jl.kelly@frontier.com)  

 Lance Lockwood (lance.lockwood@frontiernet.net) 

 

Madison County Soil & Water Conservation District: 

 6503 Wes Road  

 Hamilton, NY 13346 

 Phone: (315) 824-9849 

 Contact: Jessica Heim  

 (jessica-heim@verizon.net) 

 

Onondaga County Soil & Water Conservation District: 

 6608 Onondaga Lake Parkway 

 Liverpool, NY 13088 

 Phone: (315) 457-0410 

 Contact: Maggie Connelly  

 (mconnelly@ocswcd.org) 

http://www.nysenvirothon.net

